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General Notes

What happens?

There are three formats available for PET candidates with special requirements.

The single-candidate format version, using written prompts, is for:
e All blind candidates using Braille;
e Visually impaired (partially-sighted) candidates who wish to use enlarged written prompts;
e Other candidates who may need to take the test without a partner;

e.g. candidates with a speech impediment, or those in prisons, detention centres;
closed orders, etc.

The single-candidate format version, using visual prompts, is for:

e Visually impaired (partially-sighted) candidates who wish to use enlarged visual material
(pictures, etc) and take the test alone.

The paired candidate version, using visual material only, is for:

e Visually impaired (partially-sighted) candidates who wish to use enlarged visual material
and take the test with a partner.

Who can visually impaired (partially-sighted) candidates have as their partner?
Visually impaired candidates may take this Speaking test with:

e another candidate who is visually impaired (partially sighted)

e adummy partner (a colleague or friend who is not taking the examination, has a similar
level of English to the candidate, and is familiar with the format of the Speaking Test. The
dummy partner can be either visually impaired or sighted.

What material is used with candidates taking each format?

If the candidate is taking the test alone (in the single candidate format version), they will either
use (1) enlarged visual material or (2) written sentences or texts (in Braille or enlarged print, as
required). These act as a stimulus for the various tasks.

If candidates are taking the test with a partner, they will only use enlarged visual material — these
are the original visuals for the selected tasks, enlarged.

What happens in the single candidate format version?

Specially adapted scripts for the examiner (called interlocutor frames) are supplied. If candidates
are using written prompts, please note that Parts 3 and 4 differ in content from the standard test.

In some parts of the test, the interlocutor takes the part of the other candidate. In these parts,
interlocutors restrict themselves to saying enough to keep an interaction going without
dominating. Additional questions are prepared where appropriate in order to compensate for the
shortened nature of the test.



What about Timing and the Role of the Interlocutor?

Interlocutors allow candidates additional time to process texts or questions before replying, or to
read and think about written material. If playing the role of the candidate’s partner, interlocutors
restrict themselves to minimal prompts and questions sufficient to keep the conversation going in
a reasonably natural way.

What happens in the paired candidate format version?

Test content follows that contained in the standard test and candidates use enlarged visual
material.



Single candidate format version using written prompts

Part 1 (2-3 minutes approx.)

Part 1 - Phase 1
Interlocutor

Good morning / afternoon / evening.
Can | have your mark sheet, please?

(Hand over the mark sheet to the Assessor.)

I'm ........... and thisis ............ .
He / she is just going to listen to us.

Now, what’'s your name?
Thank you.

What's your surname?

How do you spell it? [Back-up prompt: How do you write your family / second name?]
Thank you.

(Ask the following questions.) Back-up prompts

Where do you live / come from? Doyou livein ... ?

Adult students:

Do you work or are you a studentin ....? Have you got a job?

What job do you do?

What subject(s) do you study?]

What do you do / study?

School-age students:
Do you study English at school? Do you have English lessons?

Do you like it?

Thank you.



Part 1 - Phase 2

Interlocutor
(Select one or more questions from the list to ask the candidate. Use candidate’s name

throughout).
Back-up prompts
Do you enjoy studying English? Why (not) Do you like studying English?

Do you think that English will be useful for you  Will you use English in the future?
in the future?

What did you do yesterday evening / last Did you do anything yesterday evening /

weekend? last weekend? What?

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? What do you like to do in your free time?
Thank you.

(Introduction to Part 2)

In the next part, we are going to talk to each other.



Single candidate format version using written prompts

Part 2 (5 minutes approx.) 1 Holiday presents

Interlocutor

Candidate/

Interlocutor
& 3 minutes

Interlocutor

I’'m going to describe a situation to you.

A young man on holiday in North America wants to buy a present to take
home to his parents. We're going to talk together about the different
presents he could buy and then I'd like you to decide which would be best.

Here’s a list of ideas to help you.

Place Part 2 booklet, open at Task 1 list, or equivalent Braille sheet, in
front of candidate.

Holiday present ideas:

a painting
some belts
t-shirts
hats

some mugs
music CDs

Give candidate time to read list.

I'll say that again.

A young man on holiday in North America wants to buy a present to take
home to his parents. We're going to talk together about the different

presents he could buy and then I'd like you to decide which would be best.

All right. Would you like to start?

Additional prompts if required:

What presents did you buy on your last holiday?
What kind of paintings do you like?

Tell me about your favourite CDs.

How useful is it to give clothes as a present? (Why?)

Thank you. Retrieve Part 2 booklet/Braille sheet.




HOLIDAY PRESENT IDEAS:

A painting
Some belts
T-shirts
Hats

Some mugs

Music CDs



Single candidate format version using written prompts

Part 3 (2 minutes approx.)

2 Reading and Writing

Interlocutor Now I'd like you to talk on your own about the different kinds of reading and
writing you did when you were younger, and the kinds of reading and
writing you do now. Here’s that written down.

Place Part 3 booklet, open at Task 2 list, or equivalent Braille sheet, in
front of candidate.

Talk about the different kinds of reading and writing YOU did when you
were YOUNGER, and the kinds of reading and writing you do NOW.

now.

be used.

Candidate Approximately one minute

Give candidate time to read Task 2.

I'll say that again. Talk about the different kinds of reading and writing you
did when you were younger, and the kinds of reading and writing you do

If there is a need to intervene, prompts rather than direct questions should

Interlocutor Thank you. Can | have the booklet/sheet, please?

Retrieve booklet/Braille sheet from candidate.

Part 4 (4 minutes approx.)

2 Reading and Writing

Candidate/

& 3 minutes

Would you like to start?

Interlocutor Now we’re going to talk together about reading and writing in English.

Interlocutor Now let’s talk about things we’d like to read / write in the future.

Would you like to start again?

Interlocutor Thank you. That's the end of the test.




Talk about the different kinds of reading and
writing YOU did when you were YOUNGER and the
kinds of reading and writing you do NOW.



