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INTRODUCTION

This report provides a general view of how candidates performed on the Speaking
paper in the May 2007 session, and offers guidance on the preparation of
candidates.

The four ILEC papers total 200 marks, after weighting. Each paper (Reading,
Writing, Listening, Speaking) represents 25% of the total marks available. It is
important to note that candidates do not ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ in a particular paper or
component, but rather in the examination as a whole. A candidate’s overall ILEC
grade is based on the aggregate score gained by the candidate across all four
papers.

The overall grades are set using the following information:

e statistics on the candidature

e statistics on the overall candidate performance

e statistics on individual questions, for those parts of the examination for which this
is appropriate (Test of Reading and Test of Listening)

e the advice of the Principal Examiners based on the performance of candidates,
and on the recommendation of examiners where this is relevant (Test of Writing)

e comparison with statistics from previous years' examination performance and
candidature.

ILEC has three passing grades: ‘C1 Pass with Merit’, ‘C1 Pass’ and ‘B2 Pass’, and
two failing grades: ‘Narrow Fail' and ‘Fail’. The overall pass rate for the May 2007
examination was 97.09%. In total, 26.94% of candidates were awarded a grade 'C1
Pass with Merit', 41.75% were awarded a grade 'C1 Pass' and 28.4% were awarded
a ‘B2 Passl'.

Feedback on this report is very welcome. Please use the feedback form at the
end of this report.
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TEST OF SPEAKING EXAMINATION REPORT

ILEC Test of Speaking

The ILEC Test of Speaking is conducted with pairs of candidates by two Oral
Examiners: an Interlocutor and an Assessor. The test takes approximately 16
minutes and is divided into four parts.

e Assessment

The assessor awards marks to each candidate for performance throughout the test
according to four analytical criteria (Grammar and Vocabulary, Discourse
Management, Pronunciation and Interactive Communication). The interlocutor
awards marks according to a Global Achievement scale, which assesses the
candidate’s overall effectiveness in tackling the tasks. Mark sheets are completed by
the examiners and computer scanned. The Speaking paper is scored out of a total of
50 marks (25% of the candidate’s overall score).

Candidates are assessed on their own performance according to the established
criteria, and are not assessed in relation to each other. Candidates are not penalised

if they have difficulty understanding their partner.

PART Format/Content Time Interaction Focus

1 Conversation between the interlocutor About 2 minutes The interlocutor encourages the

and each candidate. candidates to give information about
o . ) themselves and to express personal

Giving p_ersonfil_lnformatlon and opinions.

expressing opinions.

2 A 'mini-presentation’ by each About 7 minutes The candidates are given prompts which
candidate on a law-related theme. generate a short talk on a law-related
Sustaining a long turn and managing topic.
discourse by giving information, and
expressing and justifying opinions.

Two-way conversation between the ) The interlocutor delegates to the pair of

3 candidates. About 4 minutes candidates a law-related collaborative

) o . task, consisting of a shared task with
Tum-tak_lng (|n|t|at|ng a_nd responding prompts for discussion.
appropriately), negotiating,
collaborating, exchanging information,
expressing and justifying opinions,
agreeing and/or disagreeing,
suggesting, speculating, comparing
and contrasting, and decision-making.
4 Discussion on topics related to the About 3 minutes The interlocutor leads a discussion with

collaborative task.

Responding appropriately, developing
topics, exchanging information,
expressing and justifying opinions, and
agreeing and/or disagreeing.
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Part 1 of the test gives candidates the opportunity to show their ability to respond to
guestions and expand on their responses, talking about their legal studies and/or
legal work experience. In this part of the test, the interlocutor asks candidates for
some information about themselves. The interlocutor then asks the candidates to
offer their opinion on certain law-related topics.

In Part 2 candidates are given the opportunity to speak for one minute without
interruption. Each candidate is given a choice of two law-related topics and asked to
talk for one minute about the chosen topic. Candidates are given one minute to
choose and prepare their topic. Candidates may be asked to give information and/or
express and justify opinions. Topics are different for each candidate and there are
three prompts to help the candidates structure their talk. Candidates can show their
ability to manage discourse and express themselves coherently using appropriate
language. Candidates should pay attention while their partner is speaking, as they
are asked to respond with a question after their partner has spoken. Candidates
should be made aware, however, that they should not speak during their partner’s
long turn.

In Part 3 the candidates are given oral and written instructions to form the basis for a
task which they discuss together. Candidates are expected to work towards a
negotiated completion of the task and are assessed on their ability to negotiate and
collaborate with each other while doing this. The task gives candidates the
opportunity to show their range of language and their ability to invite the opinions and
ideas of their partner. There is no right or wrong answer to the task and candidates
can agree to differ.

In Part 4 the interlocutor directs the interaction by asking questions which encourage
the candidates to respond appropriately and to develop the topics or issues
introduced in Part 3. This part of the test gives candidates an opportunity to show
that they are capable of discussing topics and certain issues in more depth.

¢ Comments on candidate performance

As we would expect given the very high overall pass rate, candidates’ performance in
the Speaking test was of a very good standard. Analysis of data reveals that
candidates had no particular problems with any specific task.

Feedback from Oral Examiners has been on the whole positive. As in previous
sessions, there is anecdotal evidence that candidates who were Law students
performed as well as those who were practising lawyers.

Part 1

This part of the test gives the examiners their first impression of the candidates and it
is therefore important that candidates speak about themselves and their work or
studies with appropriate detail, using their own experiences as a basis for extended
contributions. Candidates are advised not to rehearse answers to questions that they
think they might be asked, as this often leads to inappropriate responses.

Part 2

In this part of the test, candidates are expected to produce an extended piece of
discourse in the form of a mini-presentation. Candidates should use the preparation
time allowed to choose the task they feel confident talking about, organise their
thoughts and produce a structured, coherent talk, which will be reflected in their
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score for Discourse Management. Candidates will not be penalised if they do not
have time to cover all three prompts given with the task.

Candidates should follow instructions to listen carefully to their partner’s talk and be
prepared to ask a question afterwards.

Part 3

The collaborative task gives both candidates the opportunity to interact and co-
operate with each other. Candidates who perform well do not merely agree with their
partner, but express their own views and opinions and develop their partner’'s
comments. Candidates are expected to negotiate and should not feel concerned if
they do not agree. However, strong disagreement which lacks sensitivity can
undermine a partner’s confidence and an over-assertive candidate may lose marks.

Candidates should make full use of the time available, starting their discussion when
they have absorbed the information fully but without delaying for too long, and
finishing only when the examiner asks them to. They should not feel concerned when
they are asked to stop, as this will simply mean that they have talked for the allotted
time.

Part 4

After the discussion activity, the follow-on questions provide a further opportunity for
candidates to express their points of view. This also provides an opportunity for
examiners to redress any imbalances in turn-taking that may have occurred in other
parts of the test. It is therefore vital that candidates offer more than a minimal
response and take the opportunity to initiate discussion, as well as to answer the
interlocutor’s questions.

e Recommendations for candidate preparation

Students should be aware that they are not being assessed on their opinions or their
knowledge of the Law but they do need to contribute fully in all parts of the test so
that an assessment of their language ability can be made. It is essential, therefore,
that students are able to participate in pair and group activities effectively, showing
sensitivity to turn-taking and responding appropriately to their partners. Pair and
group work should, therefore, be a regular feature of classroom activities.

Students should be given extensive practice in listening carefully to instructions and
remembering what they are asked to do. They should know exactly what to expect in
each part of the test and they should be equipped with the right kind of language for
each part, e.g. giving personal information, exchanging information/opinions, giving
reasons, speculating, agreeing and disagreeing politely, justifying and negotiating.
They should also be encouraged to speak clearly so that they can be heard and
understood, and paraphrase effectively when they do not know or cannot remember
a word. Students should be made aware that different varieties of English accents
are acceptable.

It is useful to give students a ‘mock’ Test of Speaking before the examination so that
they have an idea of how long each individual part and the overall length of the test
will be, and how they can maximise the time available to show the examiners what
they can do. Students should be aware that if they are uncertain about what they
have to do, they can ask for the instructions to be repeated but to do this too often
will leave them less time to concentrate on the task itself.
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Students should be advised not to wait too long before they begin to speak. A short
pause to gather their thoughts is acceptable, but anything longer than this will give
them less time to produce a sample of language. They should be aware that
producing a one-word answer will not give them the opportunity to show their range
of language, so they should expand on their answers and responses wherever
possible.

Part 1

Students should be made aware that they are expected to react naturally to the
interlocutor’'s questions and not rehearse speeches for this part of the test. It is
important to demonstrate in class what is required.

Train students to ‘think on their feet’ and answer a question quickly even if they have

never thought about that particular subject before. For example:
Interlocutor:  Some people say that there are not enough women in the legal

profession today. What'’s your opinion?

X Candidate 1: Oh ... er ...I've never really thought about that.

v Candidate 1: Well, | think more and more women are beginning to enter the
legal profession and that's a good thing. The Law applies to both men and
women, so lawyers should be both male and female.

Encourage students to practice Part 1 in groups of three. One student could be the
interlocutor and the other two the candidates, and they could then change roles.
Materials from sample papers can be used for this activity.

Advise students to try and use a variety of tenses, language and structures in this
part of the test. This will create a good impression and give them confidence to tackle
the other parts of the test.

Part 2

Give students practice in talking for one minute on a set law-related subject which
they have prepared briefly, or in ‘holding the floor’ in a classroom situation so that
they can organise their thoughts and ideas quickly during this long turn.

Tell students not to waste precious time by reading out the topic and/or prompts as
this is not necessary. Tell students simply to state which topic they have chosen,
then start talking about it.

Make sure students are aware that they do not have to use all the prompts; the
prompts are there to help the candidates structure their talk so that they do not waste
time wondering what they have to talk about.

Tell students not to adopt ‘closure’ techniques such as, ‘That's alll’” They should keep
talking until the interlocutor says, ‘Thank you.’ In this way, they will maximise the time
available for their one-minute long turn.

Build up a bank of topics which you can use for practice in the classroom. Encourage
students to talk about the topics without giving them specific prompts. This will help
them to think about the topics in more depth, and train them to think of something to
say if they run out of ideas during the examination itself.

Make sure that students have plenty of practice in organising their ideas coherently.
Useful phrases to link ideas will help them. They can build up their own lists of
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suitable phrases throughout the course, thus ensuring that they have a range of
language and structures to draw upon when necessary.

Part 3

Encourage students to make use of conversation ‘fillers’, (phrases which they can
use to give themselves time to think aloud), although these should be used sparingly
and to make use of strategies which invite their partner to contribute to the
discussion, e.g. ‘What'’s your opinion?’

Warn students not to reach conclusions too early, leaving themselves with nothing to
talk about for the remainder of the time. Train them to discuss each aspect of the
task in detail and refer back to the task in question if necessary, before reaching a
decision. Students need these strategies to make the most of the time available.

Doing timed tasks in class will help students make the best use of the three minutes
available for Part 3.

Students should be encouraged to react to as great a variety of law-related scenarios
as possible and express ideas and opinions of their own. Simply agreeing or
disagreeing with their partner, or echoing what their partner has said, will not enable
them to show what they can do. They should try to expand on what they say, e.g.
instead of saying, ‘Yes, | agree’, a better response might be, ‘Yes, | certainly do
agree that this might be the best solution, but are there any disadvantages we
haven’t taken into consideration?’

Conduct ‘mock’ Part 3 practice by giving each student a different role card, e.g.
Student A could constantly interrupt Student B, or Student B could be instructed to
say almost nothing at all, or give one-word responses, thus forcing Student A to keep
talking, or to be constantly inviting their partner to speak. This will provide valuable
training in sensitivity to turn-taking and in managing and developing interaction.

Part 4

Encourage students to talk about topical law-related issues and issues of general
interest to the legal world and express an opinion about them so that they can
participate fully in the last part of the test. Candidates are asked questions by the
interlocutor and they are expected to develop the discussion, rather than simply give
one-word answers.

Tell students that they are not being assessed on their opinions or their knowledge of
the law, but examiners can only assess candidates on the language they produce,
and those candidates who fail to make a contribution will not do well. Reading
English language newspapers and Law journals, or listening to or watching the
international news on a regular basis will help give candidates ideas they may be
able to use in Part 4 of the test.

Set up a regular debating session in class. Students A and B could be given a short
time to argue either for or against a law-related proposition. The other members of
the class could then be invited to express their own ideas. This will encourage
students to have the confidence to express their ideas in public, and comment on
issues they may never have thought about before.
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After doing a Part 3 task, ask students what kinds of questions they think they may
be asked in Part 4. In groups, they could produce three or four and then compare
them with those produced by other students.

At this stage of the test, students should try not to leave a long silence before
responding. Train students to react almost immediately to what they are asked to talk
about or to give themselves a little time by ‘thinking aloud’, or if necessary, relating
something to their own experience, e.g. ‘Well, that's an interesting question. In my
opinion...".

Some students may be losing their concentration by this stage in the test. Regular
participation in a complete practice Speaking test will train students to maintain their
level of concentration until the end of the test.

Online teaching resources for ILEC are now available (visit the website:
www.cambridgeesol.org/teach/ilec). Included are sample tasks, tips for teachers and
students, and a range of familiarisation and practice activities.
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DOs and DON'Ts for the Test of Speaking

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DON'T

DON'T

DON'T

DON'T

DON'T

DON'T

DON'T

try to relax at the beginning of the test and take advantage of every
opportunity throughout the test to show the examiners what you can
do.

remember that you are not being tested on your legal knowledge but
on your ability to use English in law-related situations.

listen carefully to the interlocutor’s instructions and remember them.
This will save time as you will not have to ask for repetition during the
test.

extend your responses to the interlocutor’s questions.

respond spontaneously rather than relying on rehearsed speeches.

use a range of structures and vocabulary when you are speaking.

use the prompts in Part 2 to structure your talk, but remember that you
will not be penalised for not using all of them.

concentrate throughout the test. Your performance at the end of the
test is as important as your performance at the beginning.

hesitate for too long before speaking. This wastes valuable time.

give very short answers. Try to expand on your responses.

let your attention wander during your partner’'s long turn. Remember
that you will have to ask your partner a question afterwards.

tell the examiner that you can’'t remember or don’'t know a word.
Paraphrase what you want to say.

say, ‘I don’t know’ in reply to a question. Make sure that you express
an opinion, or comment in some way.

stop talking before the time for the task is up. Keep going until the
interlocutor says, ‘Thank you.’

ask the examiners if you have passed at the end of the test. They are
not allowed to comment on your performance.
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FEEDBACK FORM

ILEC Speaking Examination Report — May 2007

We are interested in hearing your views on how useful this report has been.

We would be most grateful if you could briefly answer the following questions and
return a photocopy of this page to the following address:

University of Cambridge
ESOL Examinations
ILEC Subject Manager
1 Hills Road

Cambridge

CB1 2EU

Fax: +44 1223 460278

1. Please describe your situation (e.g. EFL/ESOL teacher, Director of Studies,
Examinations Officer, Local Secretary).

2. Have you prepared candidates for ILEC? YES/NO
3. Do you plan to prepare candidates for ILEC in the future? YES/NO
4, How have you used this report (e.g. to provide feedback to other teachers, for

examination practice, etc.)?

5. Which parts of this report did you find most useful?

6. Which parts are not so useful?

7. What extra information would you like to see included in this report?

8. (Optional) Do 18] g =T 0 T
CNIIE e e e e e e e

Thank you.
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