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Reading and Use of English ● Part 5 
EXTRACT FOR QUESTIONS 31 - 36 

 

 ‘How did I ever manage to get myself into this?’ 
Sandy wondered aloud and then groaned, although 
no one was there to hear her.  She looked down again 
from the top of the slope and quickly shut her eyes to 
block out the sight.  ‘Help!’ she said pleadingly in 
barely more than a whisper with her eyes still closed.  
‘Michael?  Anyone?  Please, oh please… somebody 
help me out of this mess!’  She was louder the second 
time, but without anyone nearby to respond – not 
even Michael, her best friend – it did little to resolve 
her present dilemma. 
 
At thirteen, short-haired Sandy was quite tall for her 
age, but thin, which only gave her an appearance of 
greater height.  At the moment, she was dressed in a 
colorful, thick winter jacket that had a bold bright pink 
and white design sweeping across a purple 
background.  Her smooth water-repellent pants were 
the same purple color as her jacket – it was obviously 
a fashionable, co-ordinated outfit.  Warm dark purple 
gloves covered her hands, and her attire was topped 
off – literally – with a purple ski hat, scarf and stylish 
ski goggles.  If anyone had been around to see her, 
dressed the way she was, she would have been 
clearly visible from a long distance away against the 
almost solid white backdrop of snow surrounding her.
 
Sandy opened her eyes and glanced again at the sign 
posted near her at the top of the slope: it was a triple 
diamond slope, an expert-level ski run.  How had she 
ended up there?  She reproached herself that Michael 
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had at least shown enough sense to get off the ski lift 
at an earlier opportunity to go down a more moderate 
slope.  Absorbed by the view from near the top of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain range in the Lake Tahoe area 
– shared between California on the west side of the 
range and Nevada on the east – she had foolishly 
decided to ride the lift up a little further and had found 
herself facing this ski slope, one that was well above 
her slightly more than beginner-level skier abilities. 
 
Sandy sighed deeply, tightly gripped her ski poles in 
her gloved hands, pointed her skis straight, and 
pushed back on the poles in her hands enough to 
cause herself to inch forward as all other avenues 
seemed to be closed to her.  Once more than half of 
the length of her skis was sticking out into the air – 
only their back ends were still making contact with 
the snow at the slope’s top – her balance began 
shifting forward, her skis followed, and she found 
herself rapidly picking up speed as she headed 
straight down the excessively challenging slope. 
 
‘How am I supposed to slow down?’  Sandy shouted, 
but with the wind whipping by and the trees rushing 
past on either side of her, she could hardly hear 
herself.  Everything she had learned about skiing in 
the previous two days seemed to have faded from her 
mind.  Concentrating only on maintaining her 
balance, she kept her skis pointed straight downhill, 
which unfortunately only made her pick up more 
speed on the steep, icy slope. 
 
‘Simone would know how to ski expertly down this 
slippery slope’, Sandy thought as she tried to imagine 
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herself as Simone, international spy and heroine of 
the Simone LeClerc adventure series that Sandy 
loved to read.  Coming up ahead of her, Sandy saw 
the ski lift which Michael had gotten off earlier.  She 
desperately hoped she would find her friend among 
the skiers and snowboarders waiting there and she 
would be able to stop. 
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Reading and Use of English ● Part 6 
EXTRACT FOR QUESTIONS 37 - 42 

 
YOUNG INVENTOR 

 
SCHOOLBOY TIM FREEMAN HAS COME UP WITH A 
CLEVER IDEA TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF 
SCHOOL BUSES. 

 
Tim Freeman was just twelve years old when he came up 
with a revolutionary idea that would make school buses 
more energy efficient.  This would not only save money, but 
also help the environment.  Five years later, the schoolboy 
finally saw his dream come true. 
 
It all began when Tim did a short summer course on 
aerodynamics, the study of the movement of air around 
objects. (37) ______  He realised that the perfect candidate 
was his school bus.  It had a very square front, which 
meant it did not use petrol efficiently, only travelling 3km 
per litre, compared to a private car that can average about 
8.5km per litre.  He decided it was high time the vehicle was 
improved. 
 
After thinking about it for a while, Tim came up with the 
idea of attaching a large piece of strong transparent plastic 
to the front of the vehicle, covering the windscreen.  It 
would help redirect the flow of air around the bus and thus 
make it move forwards more easily. (38) ______  At least, 
that was the theory. 
 
While his science teachers loved the idea, Tim needed to 
find enough money to build a model and test it. (39) ______  
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Helped by his older sister Alice, he managed to obtain a 
grant from an organisation that helps young people 
develop new ideas.  
 
Over the next year, Tim used the money to build a small-
scale model of his invention.  He did tests on it by attaching 
it to a mini toy school bus and seeing how it performed in a 
little wind tunnel he built in his garage. (40) ______  
Because of this he knew he now needed to step it up and 
create a life-sized version that could be put to the test on a 
real bus. 
 
By the time Tim was fifteen, he had set up a team of young 
engineers like himself, and been helped by his sister and 
his local community to obtain another grant to develop his 
idea further.  While Tim and his team were able to build the 
initial versions, they soon realised that they needed some 
expert help to really get going. (41) ______  The person who 
volunteered was the one who had inspired Tim to start 
thinking about the project in the first place.  She had taught 
him on the summer course when he was twelve. Along with 
two of her engineering students, she worked with Tim 
through the summer to finally help him realise his dream. 
 
The final version of Tim’s invention looks rather different 
from his original idea.  Instead of a transparent piece of 
plastic that covers the windscreen of the bus, it is a smooth 
ramp-shaped ‘hat’ that gets fixed to the roof of the bus. 
(42) ______  In tests done on virtual and real roads it has 
helped increase the efficiency of school bus fuel use by 10 
to 20%.  Maybe this ingenious device will eventually help 
other buses and even cars become more fuel-efficient! 

373839404142 
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Reading and Use of English ● Part 7 
EXTRACT FOR QUESTIONS 43 - 52 

 
TEENAGE SUMMER CAMPS 

 
A ADAM – NATURE CAMP 
We helped on a nature reserve for a week.  We did 
different things every day, but I did get a bit fed up 
because we had cheese sandwiches every lunchtime.  I 
kept quiet about it though because I didn’t want to seem 
awkward.  I was starving by twelve every day anyway, 
and it really was good fun, although we worked incredibly 
hard.  One day, the schedule was changed at the last 
minute, and instead of our planned activity, we all helped 
the staff finish cutting the reeds by the lake.  That was the 
toughest day – and also the best.  They actually needed 
our help, we weren’t just being kept occupied.  Every day, 
we took it in turns to cook, in teams of five.  When it was 
our team’s turn, we made a simple dinner of pasta and 
salad for everyone.  Judging by the fact that there was 
none left, we didn’t do too badly! 
 
  
B SARAH – CULTURE CAMP 
Every morning we had the same breakfast, and then 
cleaned up the camp.  Nobody could opt out and it was 
only when it was all completely tidy that we could head 
off for the day.  The first time we went into the city, we 
were split into teams and given lists of things to spot, like 
statues, squares and other landmarks.  With some help 
from the local residents, it wasn’t too demanding – my 
team found almost all of the items on our list and came 
second.  We also got to know our way around, so I 
thought it was a clever idea.  I’d been worried I might 
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miss my parents, but there was something going on 
nearly every minute and I hardly got time to think about 
them.  We went to different museums and galleries in and 
around the city every day, and in the evenings we cooked 
or went out for pizzas.  It was a great chance to learn 
about another country and its history. 

  
C OLIVER – LANGUAGE CAMP 
We stayed with families who had kids our own age, and 
because they were on a mid-term break they came with 
us on all the trips.  So apart from when we were actually 
in a language class, we were spending time with our new 
friends.  It was a great way to practise the language we 
had been working on in the classroom.  We also had to 
do a quiz on the last day – we were put into teams and 
given clues to help us find places around the town.  Our 
team finished early, so we waited for everyone else in a 
café in the main square.  While we were there, a film crew 
arrived and started filming!  I can’t wait to see it when it 
comes out – we were sitting outside, so we might even be 
in it! 
  
D MALIKA – THEATRE CAMP 
We stayed in a youth centre in the suburbs, and went into 
the centre of town by bus every day.  It was a good way to 
see a bit of the city, and it didn’t take long to get to the 
theatre where we had our classes.  I loved the 
atmosphere in the old building, and we could wander 
around during our breaks and watch rehearsals.  The 
actors we saw were brilliant, and it was inspiring to watch 
them before we went back into our own classes.  The 
emphasis was definitely on having fun, but we still 
learned a great deal and I’m looking forward to putting it 
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all into practice at my school drama club next term!  The 
food at the centre could have been better, but I don’t 
think anyone minded much. 
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