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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 5 — Teacher’s Notes

Description

In this activity, students identify different types of structural word then create their own gapped text. They
then compare this with the sample task to identify key points about the task.

Timerequired: 30 minutes

Materials =  Student’s Worksheets Aand B

required:

= Sample Task

Aims: » to familiarise students with A2 Key Reading & Writing Part5
» toraise awareness of structural words such as conjunctions,
prepositions, pronouns and determiners
Procedure
1. Write the following examples of structural words on the board in a random order:

hasn't; did; will (verbs)

then; while; so (conjunctions)
into; over; on (prepositions)
mine; they; his (pronouns)

each; some; those (determiners

Check students understanding of these by asking themto group the words into their five groups. You
can use the grammatical terms or not, depending on how useful you think this would be for your
students. Check their understanding by eliciting some sentences showing howthe words are used.
(E.g. I had breakfast then | went to work; Each student must answer one question.)

Divide the class into 2 groups, A and B. Give out copies of student’s worksheets A and B to the
appropriate group. Ask students to look at Exercise 1. Check what the text is about (penguins) and
explain that group A has the first half of the text, and group B has the second half. Allow students time
to read their text and explain any unknown vocabulary.

In pairs, students choose 3 or 4 words from their text, blank them out and number the gaps. The
types of words they choose should be verbs, conjunctions, prepositions, pronouns or determiners.

Students should then write two answer options for each gap. One of these should be the correct
answer and the other should be something from the same word group that does not fit. Remind
students that the answer should not always be option A.

Re-organise the students so that they form pairs of one A and one B. They swap their worksheets
with their partner and decide which option fits in the text they are given. The pairs then check the
answers and discuss how easy/difficult they found the activity.
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7. When everyone has finished, give out copies of the sample task and in pairs, students discuss their
answers to the questions in Exercise 2.

8. Discuss the main points together, using the key below, and the additional information givenbelow.

9. Finally, discuss how students could approach this task. It's often a good idea to read the whole text
through before starting the task, to get an idea of the overall meaning of the text. Students can also
start to predict possible answers for some of the gaps before they look at the options. They should
also consider all three options and discard the wrong ones before they make their final decision. (See
the activity for A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 2 for more about this.)

Additional information

The textin Part5 is adapted from an original source, for example encyclopaedia entries, newspaper and
magazine articles. There may be some vocabulary which is unfamiliar to the candidates, but this should not
interfere with their ability to complete the task. The deleted words focus mainly on structural elements, such
as verb forms (including auxiliary verbs, modals, etc.), determiners, pronouns and conjunctions.
Understanding of structural relationships at the phrase, clause, sentence or paragraph level is also required.
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 5— Answer Keys

Keyto Student’s Worksheet Aand B Exercise 2

a. verb forms (including auxiliary verbs), determiners, pronouns, prepositions and conjunctions

b. There are always 8 missing words, plus one example. Students should read the example before they
begin to remind them of what they need to do in this task.

c. The words may be the same or different. Point out that in the exam task, the gaps are quite evenly
spaced. This makes the task more fair (one gap will never depend on the answer to another gap).

d. 3 per question. Students should mark the answer they choose on the answer sheet, A, B or C.

e. In most cases, no. It's important that students practise looking on both sides of the gap, at the
sentence or paragraph. E.g., question 33 requires students to understand that the gap is referring to
“eggs” mentioned earlier in the sentence, making the pronoun the plural “them”.

Keyto Sample Task
28 A 29 B 30 C 31 C
32 A 33 B 34 A 35 A
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 5 — Student’s Worksheet A

Exercise 1
Choosethree orfourwordsthatare nottoo close in the text and blank them out with a pen or pencil.
Number the gaps and then write two options (one of which is the correct answer) below.

Penguins

There are seventeen differenttypes of penguin. They can be from forty centimetres to more than one metre

tall. They all live in the south part of the world. In winter, they swim a long way to find warmer weather.

1 A Buo
2 A B
3 A, B
4 A B
Exercise 2

Now look at the original sample task from the exam. What is the same or different about this task?
Think about:

a.

What kinds of words are missing from the text?

How many words are missing in total?

Are the words you chose the same as the ones in the exam task?
How many answer options are there in the examtask?

Can you choose the correct answer by reading only what is before the gap?
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 5 — Student’s Worksheet B

Choosethree orfourwordsthatare nottoo close in the text and blank them out with a pen or pencil.
Number the gaps and then write two options (one of which is the correct answer) below.

Penguins
In spring, many penguins come together on the beaches of Antarctica. The female penguin has one or two

eggs. She puts her eggs on the ground and sits there to keep them warm. But she doesn't sit all the time
because penguins can move with one egg between their legs.

When the female penguin is sitting on the eggs, the male penguin brings her food. He also does this when
the baby penguins are born.

1 A B
2 A B
3 A, Buo
4 A, B
Exercise 2

Now look at the original sample task from the exam. What is the same or different about this task?
Think about:

f.  What kinds of words are missing fromthe text?

g. How many words are missing in total?

h. Are the words you chose the same as the ones in the exam task?
i. How many answer options are there in the examtask?

j.  Canyou choose the correct answer by reading only what is before the gap?
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 5— Sample Task

Questions 28-35

Read the article about penguins.
Choose the best word (A, B or C) for each space.

For questions 28-35, mark A, B or C on your answer sheet.

PENGUINS

There (0) ............ seventeen different types of

penguins. They can be (28) ............ forty centimetres to
more than one metre tall. They all (29) ............ in the
south part of the world. In winter, they swim (30)

............ long way to find warmer weather.

Inspring, (31) ............ penguins come together on the beaches of Antarctica. The female
penguin has one or two eggs. She puts (32) ............ eggs on the ground and sits there to
keep (33) ............ warm. But she doesn’t sit all the time because penguins can move with
one egg between their legs.
(34) oo the female penguin is sitting on the eggs, the male penguin brings her food.
Healso (35) ............ this when the baby penguins are born.

Example:

0 A is B are C be Answer: | O | — pm

28 A  from B by C between

29 A lives B live C lived

30 A one B the C a

31 A lots B much C many

32 A her B hers C she

33 A it B them C their

34 A When B How C Who

35 A does B do C doing
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