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A2 Key Listening Part 2: Dealing with distractors – Teacher’s Notes 
 

Description 

This activity familiarises students with Listening Part 2. Students practise identifying words and distractors 
and do a guided sample task. 

 

Time required: 20 Minutes 

Materials 
required: 

 Handout 

 green, blue and red pens/pencils 

 Recording of Sample Task 

Aims:  to familiarise students with Part 2 of the listening paper 

 to practise listening for correct information 

 to practise identifying distractors 

 
Procedure 

1. As a lead in, ask students what they got for their last birthday. Depending on time and how much you 
want to exploit the lead-in activity, you could either accept one-word answers, e.g. ‘a CD’, or you 
could ask students to give a bit more information about their present. Explain that you are going to 
talk about birthday presents again later in the lesson. 

2. If you have done a Part 2 Listening activity with students before, elicit what they can remember about 
Part 2 of the Listening paper. Then give out the sample Part 2 task (not tapescript) from the handout. 

3. Elicit key information about Part 2 by asking: 

What do you have to read first and why? (Students have to read the instructions and look at the 
example so that they know what they have to do in this task.) 

How many questions are there in Part 2? (5, plus the example) 

How many options are there to choose from? (8, including one used in the example; the options are 
all birthday presents) 

What do you have to do in a Part 2 task? (Students have to read the example and 5 questions and 8 
options. As they listen, they match the questions to the correct option.) 

Do you think you will hear people talking about all 8 presents? (Yes, that’s why they are on the list.) 

Explain that in the dialogue students often hear the ‘wrong’ answer (a ‘distractor’) so they have to 
listen carefully, and understand the whole sentence or sentences that relate to each person. 

4. Hand out the tapescript from the handout. Ask students to look at the Part 2 task and the tapescript. 
Explain that in the tapescript, students will find the names of the people; these cue in or signal that 
the answer to the question comes next. They will hear the answer and sometimes some distractor 
information. Ask students to look at the questions and to go through the tapescript in pairs underlining 
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the cue word in green, the correct answer in blue and the distractor in red. (Change the colours if it’s 
more convenient for you and your students.) 

Explain that you are going to do the task as an exam task. Explain that you are going to play the 
recording and students should complete the questions without looking at their tapescripts. This should 
be easy as students have gone through the tapescript already. Point out how easy it is to identify the 
distractors when listening rather than reading. If you feel this is going to be too easy for your group, 
choose a different past paper Part 2 as practice. 

5. Check the answers as a group (see key). 

As a round up, ask students what makes the task hard (e.g. it has 2 extra options which are not used 
– these are the distractors). Then ask them what makes it easy (e.g. the options are in alphabetical 
order, the questions are cued in very clearly and the adverbs of frequency and time references help, 
e.g. X usually gives me a sweater but this year he gave me a pen. Point out that the distraction may 
not always be verbs in the negative. It could be sentences where the verb is in the positive form.) 

 
 

Key to step 4: 

(green/underlined = cue word; blue/bold = correct answer; red/italics = distractor) 
 
 

Tapescript 

Olga Happy Birthday, Steve. Did you get lots of presents? 

Steve Yes, I did, Olga. Mary gave me this jacket. It's lovely isn't it? 

Olga Yes, it is. Did Harry buy you anything? 

Steve Something very expensive, a Japanese camera. I must get a film for it. 

Olga Oh, you are lucky! And that purple sweater you're wearing, that's new. 

Steve Yes, Linda gave it to me . 

Olga It looks really good on you. Did you get anything else? 

Steve Oh yes - Thomas knows I love travel films, so he bought me a video about Africa. I must get 
a book on Africa now, too. 

Olga What about Victoria? I saw her looking at some big boxes of chocolates. 

Steve  Oh, I love chocolates but she gave me a pen and I've already got lots of those. 

Olga Anything else? I suppose James gave you a book. 

Steve Well, not this year. He bought me some purple socks. They're the same colour as my new 
sweater. 

Olga That was clever of him! 
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Key to the sample task: 
 

6. B 
 

7. G 
 

8. H 
 

9. E 

10 F 

 
Suggested follow-up activity 

 
 

If you want students to practise using the answer sheet, photocopy it from the Key Handbook, and ask the 
students to fill in the lozenges in pencil for their answers to Part 2. 
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A2 Key Listening Part 2: Dealing with distractors – Sample Task 
 

1. Look at the Part 2 task below and find the answers to your teacher’s questions. 
 

Part 2 
 

Questions 6-10 
 

Listen to Steve telling Olga about his birthday presents. 
Which present did each person give him? 

 
For questions 6-10, write a letter (A-H) next to each person. 
You will hear the conversation twice. 

 

 
 
 

People Presents 
 

 A book 

6 Harry  

 B camera 

7 Linda 
 

 C chocolates 

8 Thomas  

 D jacket 
9 Victoria  

 E pen 

10 James  

 F socks 

  
G 

 
sweater 

  
H 

 
video 

 
 
 
 

Example: 

0 Mary 
 

D 
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2. In the tapescript, you will find the names of the people – these tell you that the answer to the 
question comes next. You will hear the answer and sometimes a distractor (the wrong 
answer) 
Look at the tapescript. Underline the names in green, the correct answers in blue and the 
distractor information in red. 

3. Now listen to the recording and complete questions 6 – 10 without looking at the tapescript. 
 
 
 

Tapescript 
 
 

Olga Happy Birthday, Steve. Did you get lots of presents? 

Steve Yes, I did, Olga. Mary gave me this jacket. It's lovely isn't it? 

Olga Yes, it is. Did Harry buy you anything? 

Steve Something very expensive, a Japanese camera. I must get a film for it. 

Olga Oh, you are lucky! And that purple sweater you're wearing, that's new. 

Steve Yes, Linda gave it to me. 

Olga It looks really good on you. Did you get anything else? 

Steve Oh yes - Thomas knows I love travel films, so he bought me a video about Africa. I must get a 
book on Africa now, too. 

Olga What about Victoria?  I saw her looking at some big boxes of chocolates. 

Steve Oh, I love chocolates but she gave me a pen and I've already got lots of those. 

Olga Anything else? I suppose James gave you a book. 

Steve Well, not this year. He bought me some purple socks. They're the same colour as my new 
sweater. 

Olga That was clever of him! 
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