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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 2 – Teacher’s Notes 
 

Description 

In this activity, students firstly identify parts of speech tested in Part 2, then they explore why two of the 
options are wrong. They then identify the correct answer, before looking at and doing a sample task. 

 

Time required: 30 minutes 

Materials 
required: 

 Student’s Worksheet 

 Sample Task 

Aims:  to familiarise students with Part 2 A2 Key Reading & Writing 

 to raise awareness of parts of speech 

 to focus on distractors and the reasons for them not fitting in a gap 

 
Procedure 

1. Put the students into pairs and give each pair a student’s worksheet. Look at the first question. 
Explain that the words in the box are different parts of speech. Ask them to identify whether the 
words in the box are nouns, verbs adjectives or adverbs. 

2. Students should then look at question 2. They should read the sentences below the table and 
decide which part of speech is needed. The first sentence is done as an example. This focus on 
grammar, context and meaning is a useful strategy for Part 2 because it helps candidates to focus 
on the sentence as a whole. 

3. Check that students have identified the correct part of speech for each sentence (see key). 

4. Explain that the words from the box are not the correct answers for each sentence. The words in the 
box have a similar meaning to the correct answers but they are ‘distractors’, i.e. wrong answers 
which are close to the correct answer but not correct. In each three-option multiple choice question 
in the Key Reading & Writing test (Part 2, Part 3, some Part 4 tasks and Part 5), there are two 
distractors. It is useful for candidates to gain practise in identifying and ruling out incorrect options 
as this helps them to confirm which is the correct answer. 

5. Ask students to think about why the words in the box do not fit in the 6 sentences. Tell them to 
consider the meaning of the words and the way they are used in a sentence. For example, in 
sentence 1, although ‘favourite’ and ‘excellent’ are adjectives, they are not used to describe the way 
someone feels. It may help to give students example sentences in which the distractors would 
occur. E.g. Jo knew it was going to be an excellent holiday. ‘The school holiday was Jo’s favourite 
time of year’ You can then compare the way the adjectives are used. 

6. In pairs, students now decide what word would fill each gap correctly. Don’t check any answers yet, 
but monitor to help them think about the words they’re choosing. Point out that it can be useful to try 
to complete the gaps before you look at the options in the exam. 
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7. Write the following correct answers on the board. The words are mixed up and the students need to 

decide which sentence they go in: 

left meal early happy packed asked 

8. Check students’ answers and then ask them to compare these with the answers they gave for step 
6. 

9. Point out that the sentences you’ve been working on have all been on one topic: Jo’s holidays. Give 
out the sample task and ask students to call out what the topic is as quickly as possible. Elicit that 
the topic is given in the instructions (Read the sentences about going to a disco.) and in the 
example sentence (Jane asked Sarah to go to the disco with her.). Discuss whether students think 
it’s better to do the questions one at a time, or to read the whole text once before they begin. 
There’s no correct answer, but it’s probably better to read the text first to get a general 
understanding and to start to think about possible answers. 

 
 

Suggested follow-up activity 

Ask students to complete sample task for homework. 
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 2 – Answer Keys 
 

Key to Student’s Worksheet 
1. 

nouns verbs adjectives adverbs 

 
 

food 
dish 

invited 
told 
put 

added 
finished 
ended 

 
 

favourite 
excellent 

 
 

already 
soon 

 
2. 

 

noun verb adjective adverb 

 
6 

2 
3 
5 

 
1 

 
4 

 
 

1 Jo was very ……happy.......... because it was the first day of the school holiday. 

 
2 

 
Jo called his friend Tim and ......asked...... if he wanted to go camping. 

 
3 

 
They ......packed...... two large bags with all the things they needed. 

 
4 

 
They arrived at the campsite ......early...... in the morning. 

 
5 

 
They ......left...... the campsite to go for a walk in the forest. 

 
6 

 
They cooked a ......meal...... in the afternoon because they felt hungry. 

 
 
 

Key to Sample Task 
 

1 A 2 B 3 A 4 A 5 B 
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 2 – Student’s Worksheet 
1. Are these words nouns, verbs, adjectives or adverbs? 

Put them into groups. 

 
invited 

 
food 

 
put 

 
already 

 
finished 

 
excellent 

 
ended 

 
soon 

 
favourite 

 
added 

 
told 

 
dish 

 
 

nouns verbs adjectives adverbs 

    

 
2. Which part of speech do you need to complete the sentences? 

 

noun verb adjective adverb 

  1  

 
 

1 Jo was very ………................ because it was the first day of the school holiday. 

 
2 

 
Jo called his friend Tim and ............................. if he wanted to go camping. 

 
3 

 
They ............................. two large bags with all the things they needed. 

 
4 

 
They arrived at the campsite ................................. in the morning. 

 
5 

 
They ................................ the campsite to go for a walk in the forest. 

 
6 

 
They cooked a .................................... in the afternoon because they felt hungry. 
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A2 Key Reading & Writing Part 2 – Sample Task 
 
 

Read the sentences about going to a disco. Choose the best word (A, B or C) 

for each space 
 
 

Example: 

0 Jane …………………………. Sarah to go to the disco with her. 

A said B asked C thought Answer: B 
 
 

6 Jane .................................... Sarah outside the disco at 9:30. 

  
A 

 
met 

 
B 

 
arrived 

 
C 

 
came 

7 Jane was .............................. her new jeans.   

  
A 

 
dressing 

 
B 

 
wearing 

 
C 

 
putting 

8 There is a special ...................... for students on Thursdays. 

  
A 

 
price 

 
B 

 
cost 

 
C 

 
money 

9 They danced to some very ...................... music.  

  
A 

 
good 

 
B 

 
faster 

 
C 

 
nicest 

10 Sarah .......................... Jane home in her car.   

  
A 

 
went 

 
B 

 
took 

 
C 

 
travelled 
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