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Read it! 
MULTIPLE MATCHING reading task Cambridge B2 First 
Key aim: 

Familiarise students with speedy reading strategies: skimming and scanning 

Procedure: 

1. Tell students they are going to read a newspaper article, called Rising Star,
about a young professional footballer. Ask them to predict what information
might be in the article.

2. Hand out the text (cut out without the questions), paper sheet face down on
their desks. Tell them they have 20 seconds to find all proper names in the
text and underline them. Start the timer, and the students turn the paper sheet
and find the proper names. Collect the proper names.

3. Now they have 60 seconds to find what the proper names refer to (who is
Gavin etc).

4. Next, give them 20 seconds to underline all numbers in the text, in a different
colour or in a different manner.

5. Next, give them 60 seconds to find what the numbers refer to.

In all the steps so far, be strict on timing and prevent them from “reading” the text. Be 
quick collecting their answers, don’t allow this stage to develop into a longer 
discussion that might generate more details that they are likely to have collected by 
scanning the text so far. 

6. Now tell the students they are going to “read” section A, but very quickly just
to provide a title for it. They have 20 seconds. Possible headings: Duncan’s
life choices / Duncan’s rise to fame etc

7. Repeat skimming for sections B,C, and D. Possible headings: B: Father tells of
early difficulties; C: Duncan‘s beginnings with Chelsea; D: Duncan‘s
development till now

8. Now hand out the questions to the task. Have students read the questions
and find key words. Collect the key words briefly.

9. Next, tell them that the questions use different wording than the text. Pick
some of the key words and ask them to think of other ways of expressing their
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meaning, without looking in the text for now. For instance, frustration in 
question 45 stands for I was upset, and physical development refers to 
growing and becoming stronger (both answers in section B). 

10. Now tell them they should answer the questions. Ask them to use a similar 
reading strategy as in the steps before:  

a. When reading each question, think in which section it is likely to find 
the answer. 

b. Go to that section and scan it to see if the answer might be there. If 
they find words suggesting the same meaning as the key words of the 
questions, they should read the section carefully again. 

11. Check their answers.  

You may set a time limit for them to answer the questions, if you think this might 
additionally force them to practise scanning. But if it’s the first time they have been 
exposed to scanning, let the students do the task the best way they can. After the 
lead-in stages where they skimmed and scanned the text, answering the 10 
questions should take no more 10-12 minutes. Give them feedback and discuss how 
they “read” the text to answer the questions. Emphasise once more that they should 
not read the whole text for each question. 

12. Conclude by discussing different ways of reading different texts, depending on 
what our purpose for reading is. Ask them for example how they read a 
dictionary when they want to find the meaning of a word, or a timetable to find 
their next train connection, versus how they read a text for their next school 
essay. 

 

Answer Key: 

43 A; 44D; 45 B; 46 D; 47 B; 48 A; 49 C; 50 B; 51 C; 52 D. 
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