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Listen up! 
Cambridge C1 Advanced listening task: MULTIPLE CHOICE  

Focus strategy: combine gist and detail understanding to eliminate distractors 

 

Main lesson steps: 

 

 
 

Lead-in: 

Ask students to imagine what it’s like to work as a journalist. What might be good about it? What might be the challenges? 
Would they be able to adapt and do the job successfully? Do they know any journalist personally, or have they read stories 
about one? 

Predict: 

Read out the context sentence introducing the task: “You will hear an interview in which two journalists called Jenny 
Langdon and Peter Sharples are talking about their work.” Ask them to think of what the two journalists might talk about. 
Can they anticipate any difficulties with the task, e.g. having similar choice answers? Give students Worksheet 1 and ask 
them to briefly discuss what the answers might be. 

Listen:  

Students listen to the recording, making short notes for each question. At the end, they compare their answers.  

Hand out Worksheet 2, and give them about 2 minutes to go through the questions and match their notes to one answer for 
each. They should listen again to get confirmation and evidence against the other, wrong, answers. Stop the recording after 
each question has been answered, and discuss. Have the photocopied scripts at hand, and use them if the students find it 
challenging to identify the evidence. Some guidance on justifying the answers is provided on the last page of this material. 

Wrap up by asking about difficulties they have had with the task. Feed back with the whole class and establish that the 
questions come in the order of the text, and that what they have heard in the recording is a paraphrase of the correct option.  
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Worksheet 1 
 

You will hear an interview in which two journalists called Jenny Langdon and Peter Sharples 
are talking about their work. Look at the questions below and discuss briefly what you expect 
to hear. 

 

What does Jenny say about the story which made her name? 

 

What does Jenny suggest about the editor she worked for on her first national daily 
newspaper? 

 

When Jenny got her own daily column on the newspaper, she felt 

 

 

Peter thinks he got a job on Carp Magazine thanks to 

 

Peter and Jenny agree that courses in journalism 

 

When asked about their novels, Peter and Jenny reveal 

 

 

 

Now listen and make short notes under each question. 
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Worksheet 2 
 

Which of the answers A, B, C or D matches the notes you made? 

 

 

Now listen again, trying to identify evidence for your answer and against the other answers.  
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Tapescript (you can also find it, together with the task, in the Advanced Handbook for 
Teachers) 
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Key  

15  
A No – it was accidental  
B No – it was attributed to her by name, they didn’t take the credit for it  
C Correct – the editorial team had actually cobbled the front-page story together from my notes  
D No – she was headhunted so the newspaper came to her rather than the other way round  
 
16  
A No – it doesn’t mention his feelings  
B Correct – I was first in the firing line ... even stuff I’d had no hand in  
C No – there’s no denying he deserved that reputation!  
D No – not mentioned although she talks about being ‘thick-skinned’ so didn’t let it bother her  
 
17  
A No – she was offered it as a ‘stop gap’ – not related to the previous good work  
B No – I was desperate to hold on to it  
C Correct – I was desperate to hold on to it  
D No – she says it came at just the right time when she had the experience to hold on to it  
 
18  
A No – not mentioned although he talks about being at university  
B Correct – my approach to college news convinced them  
C No – it wasn’t just having my finger on the pulse as far as youth culture was concerned  
D No – he talks about skills but they are journalistic skills not interview ones  
 
19  
A Correct – they both talk about the benefits of working for a student newspaper  
B No – Peter talks about writing from the heart rather than for the money  
C No – they don’t see they’re of ‘little value’ they say they offer a good grounding  
D No – this is talked about in relation to working on a student newspaper  
 
20.  
A No – I feel that I have nothing left to prove  
B No – I’m hardly thinking of moving on  
C No – they don’t talk about the ‘need to prove’ this  
D Correct – keeps me on my toes, easy enough to get stale – this is confirmed by Peter: I’d go along 
with the idea of diversification keeping you nimble 
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