
TKT Band Descriptors

Module 1:
Language systems and background to language  
learning and teaching

Module 2:
Lesson planning and use of resources

Module 3:
Managing the teaching and learning process

Band 4

The candidate demonstrates comprehensive and accurate knowledge 
of all areas on the TKT Module 1 syllabus, i.e., language systems 
and background to language learning and teaching. He/she shows 
familiarity with the full range of concepts, terminology, practices and 
processes tested in TKT Module 1, which relate to describing language 
and language skills, factors in the language learning process and 
the range of methods, tasks and activities available to the language 
teacher. The candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to both 
familiar and unfamiliar classroom situations.

The candidate demonstrates comprehensive and extensive knowledge 
of all areas on the TKT Module 2 syllabus, i.e., lesson planning and use 
of resources for language teaching. He/she shows familiarity with the 
full range of concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested 
in TKT Module 2, which relate to general practice in lesson planning 
and materials use, reasons for carrying out particular activities in 
the classroom, and for using particular resources and materials. The 
candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to both familiar and 
unfamiliar classroom situations.

The candidate demonstrates comprehensive and extensive knowledge 
of all areas on the TKT Module 3 syllabus, i.e., managing the teaching 
and learning process. He/she shows familiarity with the full range of 
concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT Module 
3, which relate to teachers’ and learners’ language in the classroom 
and options available for classroom management in order to promote 
learning. The candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to both 
familiar and unfamiliar classroom situations.

Band 3

The candidate generally demonstrates comprehensive and accurate 
knowledge of areas on the TKT Module 1 syllabus, i.e., language 
systems and background to language learning and teaching. He/she 
shows familiarity with most of the concepts, terminology, practices 
and processes tested in TKT Module 1, which relate to describing 
language and language skills, factors in the language learning process 
and the range of methods, tasks and activities available to the 
language teacher. The candidate is generally able to relate existing 
knowledge to both familiar and unfamiliar classroom situations.

The candidate generally demonstrates comprehensive and extensive 
knowledge of areas on the TKT Module 2 syllabus, i.e., lesson planning 
and use of resources for language teaching. He/she shows familiarity 
with most of the concepts, terminology, practices and processes 
tested in TKT Module 2, which relate to general practice in lesson 
planning and materials use, reasons for carrying out particular 
activities in the classroom, and for using particular resources and 
materials. The candidate is generally able to relate existing knowledge 
to both familiar and unfamiliar classroom situations.

The candidate generally demonstrates comprehensive and extensive 
knowledge of areas on the TKT Module 3 syllabus, i.e., managing the 
teaching and learning process. He/she shows familiarity with most 
of the concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT 
Module 3, which relate to teachers’ and learners’ language in the 
classroom and options available for classroom management in order 
to promote learning. The candidate is generally able to relate existing 
knowledge to both familiar and unfamiliar classroom situations.

Band 2

The candidate demonstrates basic knowledge of areas on the TKT 
Module 1 syllabus, i.e., language systems and background to language 
learning and teaching. He/she shows familiarity with some of the 
concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT Module 
1, which relate to describing language and language skills, factors in 
the language learning process and the range of methods, tasks and 
activities available to the language teacher. The candidate is able 
to relate existing knowledge to familiar classroom situations, and 
occasionally to unfamiliar ones.

The candidate demonstrates basic knowledge of areas on the 
TKT Module 2 syllabus, i.e., lesson planning and use of resources 
for language teaching. He/she shows familiarity with some of the 
concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT Module 
2, which relate to general practice in lesson planning and materials 
use, reasons for carrying out particular activities in the classroom, 
and for using particular resources and materials. The candidate is able 
to relate existing knowledge to familiar classroom situations, and 
occasionally to unfamiliar ones.

The candidate demonstrates basic knowledge of areas on the TKT 
Module 3 syllabus, i.e., managing the teaching and learning process. 
He/she shows familiarity with some of the concepts, terminology, 
practices and processes tested in TKT Module 3, which relate to 
teachers’ and learners’ language in the classroom and options 
available for classroom management in order to promote learning. 
The candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to familiar 
classroom situations, and occasionally to unfamiliar ones.

Band 1

The candidate demonstrates restricted knowledge of areas on the  
TKT Module 1 syllabus, i.e., language systems and background to 
language learning and teaching. He/she shows familiarity with a 
limited range of the concepts, terminology, practices and processes 
tested in TKT Module 1, which relate to describing language and 
language skills, factors in the language learning process and the range 
of methods, tasks and activities available to the language teacher.  
The candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to familiar 
classroom situations only.

The candidate demonstrates restricted knowledge of areas on the 
TKT Module 2 syllabus, i.e., lesson planning and use of resources for 
language teaching. He/she shows familiarity with a limited range 
of the concepts, terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT 
Module 2, which relate to general practice in lesson planning and 
materials use, reasons for carrying out particular activities in the 
classroom, and for using particular resources and materials. The 
candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to familiar classroom 
situations only.

The candidate demonstrates restricted knowledge of areas on the TKT 
Module 3 syllabus, i.e., managing the teaching and learning process. 
He/she shows familiarity with a limited range of the concepts, 
terminology, practices and processes tested in TKT Module 3, which 
relate to teachers’ and learners’ language in the classroom and 
options available for classroom management in order to promote 
learning. The candidate is able to relate existing knowledge to familiar 
classroom situations only.
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