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Prepare for exam success: C1 Advanced self-access learning 

Reading and Use of English Part 5 (Multiple Choice) 
 

Top tip! Read widely in English 

The Reading and Use of English exam covers a variety of topics and text types. Read a wide variety of 
texts in English e.g. magazine and newspaper articles, academic texts and short stories.  Step out of your 
comfort zone to build a range of formal and informal vocabulary related to different topics. 

 
Summary 
In this self-access lesson you will: 

• review the format of Part 5 of the Reading and Use of English paper. 
• choose a text to read in English. 
• practise strategies to encourage you to read quickly to get a general idea.  
• practise strategies to help you read for more detail. 
• explore strategies for understanding new vocabulary and text organisation. 

Start with the facts:  Reading and Use of English Part 5 
 

1. It helps to have a very clear understanding of what you have to do in the exam. What do you know 
about Reading and Use of English Part 5?  Mark the following statements True or False. 
 

a) Part 5 consists of one long text followed by six multiple-choice questions.  T/F 

b) The text will be academic in style and tone.  T/F 

c) The questions are presented in a different order to the information in the text.  T/F 

d) You will need a detailed understanding of the text in order to answer the questions.  T/F 

e) The final question may depend on interpretation of the text as a whole, e.g. the writer’s purpose, 

attitude or opinion.  T/F 

f) There are 6 parts in total in the Reading and Use of English Paper.  T/F 

g) You have 90 minutes to complete all parts of the paper.  T/F 
 

Check your answers in the key at the end of the document.1 

                                                
1 Adapted from C1 Advanced Handbook for Teachers 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/167804-cambridge-english-advanced-handbook.pdf
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Before reading 1: Take an active interest 

You are going to choose a text to read in English, connected to the notion of success. It helps to think about 
what you know about the topic in the reading, because this activates useful words and phrases. Why not try 
the Bonus task before you read.  
 
Bonus task! Make notes on the questions below.  Discuss your answers with your study partner, a friend, or 
a family member. 
 

1. What skills or characteristics do you think a person needs in order to achieve: 
a. academic success? 
b. business success? 
c. sporting success? 

 
2. Would you describe yourself as successful? Why? Why not? 

 
3. Which kind of success is most important to you right now? Why?  

 
 

Check the reading tip below before you choose your text and start reading.   

   
Top tip! Use your existing knowledge and interest to improve your understanding of the text 
 
Before you read a text, ask yourself the following questions: 

• What do I already know about the topic? 
• What can I predict about the text based on the headings / pictures / first paragraph? 
• What do I want to find out about the topic? 

 
Thinking about what you know already can help you understand the text. 

 
 

Step 1 Choose the article below that interests you the most. Before you start reading, check out Step 2. 
a. Fail Productively – How to Turn Yourself into a Super-learner from the Guardian Online 
b. Business Success Requires Memory from Wired Magazine 
c. Can You Imagine Your Way to Success from BBC Sports News 

Step 2 Look at the title, pictures and headings that go with your chosen article and read the first paragraph. 
a. What do you think the article is about?  
b. Do you think the article will consist mainly of facts or opinions? 
c. Is the tone formal, neutral or informal? 

 
Step 3 In your notebook, write 3 questions you are hoping to find answers to in the article. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/feb/16/neuroscience-become-a-super-learner-scientific-research-better-learning-long-term-memory
https://www.wired.com/insights/2013/03/business-success-requires-memory/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49000638
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Reading task 1: Reading for gist 
 

Top tip! Just read quickly the first time. 

This reading strategy is always useful, but particularly for Part 5 of the Reading Paper as it gives you 
a general understanding of the ideas, style and structure of the text. This helps your brain process 
the basic information first, so when you go back and look for more detail, you already have some 
knowledge of the text and it’s easier to find.   

 

1. Now you are going to read the text you chose quickly to get a general understanding.  This is often 
referred to as reading for gist.  

2. Time yourself – don’t spend more than 2 or 3 minutes reading. If you use your phone or a digital 
device, you get a more accurate timing, so you know roughly how long it takes you to read for the 
main ideas.   

3. As you read, don’t worry about unfamiliar words.  Don’t stop to look up new words in the dictionary – 
we will look at how to deal with these in the next section. 

4. Reading for a reason will help you practise reading quickly.  Look for the following information: 

a) Were the predictions you made in Step 2 correct? 
b) Does the article answer the questions you wrote in Step 3? 

 
 
Reading strategies 1:  Guessing meaning of vocabulary from context 
It is important to practise guessing the meaning of unknown words when you look at a text for the first time.  
In the exam, you cannot use a dictionary.  You can find clues to help you from the context and in the word 
formation. 
1.  Think about the words highlighted in blue boxes in the extract below.  Then answer the questions about 
context and word formation to help you guess the meaning. 
 

 
Context  
Ask yourself the following questions about each of the highlighted words. 

a) Is the word a noun, a verb, an adjective or something else? 
b) Is there a description, contrast or comparison in the sentences around the word? 

 
                                                
2 Exam Booster, © Cambridge University Press and UCLES 2018 

How two experiments could help urban dwellers reclaim their streets from traffic.  
 
Many city-dwellers around the world face a dilemma: despite living a relatively short distance from local 
shops and services, a wide dual carriageway has to  be negotiated in order to  there. Whilst this poses 
few problems for the vast majority of people, there are those who can only make it as far as half way with 
each push of the pedestrian crossing button. Running out of milk has significant consequences.2 
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Word formation 

a) Do you recognise the root of the word?  Have you seen a similar word before?  
b) The word ‘dwellers’ is plural and ends in the suffix –er.  Do words ending in –er usually refer to 

people, places or things?   
c) The word ‘reclaim’ starts with the prefix ‘re’ like ‘restart’ or ‘review’ – what does this suggest? 

 
2.  Now look back at the text you chose in Before reading 1 and use the same strategies to try and guess 
the meaning of up to ten unfamiliar words.  Don’t look them up in the dictionary just yet! 

 

Reading strategies 2: Understanding text organisation  
Reading Part 5 also tests your ability to understand features of text organisation such as giving examples 
to illustrate and develop ideas, comparison and referencing ideas expressed earlier in the text.   

Reference words include: 

• Words for avoiding repetition: it, they, him, her, this, that, these, those, which, one, in other words 
 

• Words and phrases for giving examples, comparing, contrasting and connecting ideas: such 
as, for instance, also, however, although, but, on the other hand, therefore, as a result, additionally, 
another, instead, after, while 

 

1. Look at the extract in Reading strategies 1 again.  What do the underlined reference words refer 
to? 

2. Are the words in bold used for comparing or contrasting?  Which two ideas do they refer to? 

3. Why does the writer mention ‘running out of milk’? 

Check your answers in the key at the end of the lesson. 

 

Reading task 2: Reading for more detail 
In Reading Part 5 you will answer 6 multiple choice questions that test your ability to understand detail, 
opinion, tone, purpose, main idea and attitude of the writer and to recognise text organisation features.  

Now read your text again.  Let’s look at three strategies you can try to practise reading in more detail. 

Strategy 1 Break the text into logical sections.  In your notebook, write a summary in one to two 
sentences of each section. 

Strategy 2 Think about it. Do you think the writer’s opinion about the topic is positive, negative or neutral? 
Underline any words or phrases that support your ideas. 

Strategy 3 Reflect. What is the overall purpose of the text?  Is it to give advice, to inform, to recommend, 
to entertain, to criticise or maybe the purpose of the text is something else? What might that be?  
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Exam Practice Task 
 
Before trying an exam practice task, take a moment and look back at what you have covered and practised 
in this lesson. 

1. Reading for gist - think about the title, the topic, what do you think the text is about, read quickly and 
check your own predictions. 

2. Managing unfamiliar vocabulary - think about the ‘grammar’ of the word e.g. verb, noun, adjective, 
and word formation. Does it look like a word you think you know? 

3. Text organisation – look out for features in the text used by the writer to avoid repetition, to 
compare, contrast, and illustrate ideas. 

4. Reading for detail – break the text into bite sized pieces, consider the writer’s opinion and the 
purpose of the text. 

Now use the reading strategies you have practised in the lesson to try the exam task on the following 
pages. 

 

Top tips for success! 
 
Suggested process: 

1. Quickly read the whole text to get a general idea of its topic, main ideas and structure. Ignore 
unknown words. 

2. Read the questions one by one.  Underline the key words in the first part of the question and 
locate the section of the text you think it relates to. 

3. Then look at the options A to D and decide which one is the closest in answering the question.   
4. The whole sentence has to match what is written in the text – underline the part/s of the text that 

support your chosen answer.  
5. Aim to spend no more than 15 minutes on this task.3 

 

                                                
3 Adapted from C1 Advanced Handbook for Teachers 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/167804-cambridge-english-advanced-handbook.pdf
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Post-reading tasks 
Now check your answers!  

When preparing for an exam, it’s important not only to know which answers are correct and which are 
incorrect, but also why they are correct or incorrect.  

1.  For each item below, check your own answers on the previous page and take some notes on why the 
answers below are correct. 

Answers 
# Answer Why is this correct? 

1 B  

2 C  

3 A  

4 C  

5 D  

6 B  

 
Reading strategies 3:  Building vocabulary 
Reading is an excellent way in which you can build your vocabulary, so let’s look at some strategies to help 
you do this. 

Top tip! Record new words in your notebook 

Use the Cambridge Dictionary to look up unknown words AFTER you have read a text and completed any 
exam practice tasks.  The new words you learn will be useful in other parts of the exam, so it is important to 
record enough information about the word to enable you to use it in speaking or writing tasks too. 

 

Task 1:  Look back at the texts you read in this lesson.  Look up any new vocabulary in the dictionary and 
record it in your notebook or you can create word cards.  

Here are some suggestions and an example of a word card to help you, with the information that is helpful 
for you to record.   

• Try to work out the meaning before going to the online dictionary to check your ideas. Did you guess 
correctly?  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
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• Create a word card. Use the dictionary to check the part of speech and information about pronunciation. 
Use the word to learn it, so write an example sentence. 

• If you don’t know the phonemic chart, you can listen to the pronunciation in the online dictionary. Write 
the sound of the word in a way that is clear for you.  Underline the stress.   

• It is more memorable to write a true sentence about yourself with the new word.  Include enough 
context, so that you will remember the meaning when you review the word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top tip! Work with a study partner to practise your reading skills and review new vocabulary 

Use online conferencing tools to work with a partner, e.g. Skype, Zoom, FaceTime, Teams. You can: 
• share the text with your study partner.  
• create before reading questions about the text and exchange questions with each other. 
• read the text quickly and then discuss your before reading questions. 
• write a short summary of the main points in the text and discuss with one another, did your partner 

pick out the same or different ideas? 
• create word cards from the text and play ‘Guess the word’ to review your vocabulary (see Task 2). 

 
What should I do if I don’t have a study partner? 
 
Here are a few ideas for you to try:  

• Read the text, pick out the main ideas, create discussion questions around the text. 
• Talk to your friends and family about what you have been reading and ask for their opinions.  

If you can discuss your ideas in English this is an added bonus for you. 
• Write an interesting statement or a leading question that you think will generate a response and post 

to your social media. See what comes back in your feed and post a reply.  
• Try and use the vocabulary from your word cards in your conversations and your social media 

posts. 
 

Word card 

New word arduous 

Meaning difficult, needing a lot of effort or energy 

Part of speech adjective 

Pronunciation: /ˈɑːdʒuəs/1 

My sentence:  I find it arduous to study for long periods of time without a break.  I get 
really tired and distracted 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
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Task 2:  Guess the word 

Use the notes or word cards you made to play ‘guess the word’ with your partner. 

 
How to play: 

1. Each player chooses a selection of new words.   

2. Take turns to give each other clues to a word.  For example, Student A takes the first word and gives 
Student B the clues below.  The points go down after each clue. 

 

3. After 4 clues, if Student B hasn’t guessed the word, Student A gets 4 points. 

4. The answer in this example is arduous. 

4.  It is now Student A’s turn to guess the next word. 

 

 
  

Clue 1 (4 points):  Gapped sentence I find it really bleep to study for long periods of time without a break.  
I get really tired and distracted. 

Clue 2 (3 points):  Part of speech It’s an adjective 

Clue 3 (2 points):  Definition It means ‘difficult, needing a lot of effort or energy’ 

Clue 4 (1 point):   1st letter It begins with ‘a’ 
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Answer Key to Exercises 
Review – Exercise 1 

a) Part 5 consists of one long text followed by six multiple-choice questions. TRUE 
b) The text will be academic in style and tone. FALSE the texts come from a variety of genres 

including fiction. 
c) The questions are presented in a different order to the information in the text.  FALSE  
d) You will need a detailed understanding of the text in order to answer the questions. TRUE 
e) The final question may depend on interpretation of the text as a whole, e.g. the writer’s purpose, 

attitude or opinion. TRUE 
f) There are 6 parts in total in the Reading and Use of English Paper. FALSE there are 8 parts 
g) You have 90 minutes to complete all parts of the paper.  TRUE  

 

 

Reading strategies 2 – Understanding text organisation 

How two experiments could help urban dwellers reclaim their streets from traffic.  

Many city-dwellers around the world face a dilemma: despite living a relatively short distance from local 
shops and services, a wide dual-carriageway has to  be negotiated in order to  there. Whilst this 
poses few problems for the vast majority of people, there are those who can only make it as far as half 
way with each push of the pedestrian crossing button. Running out of milk has significant 
consequences.4 

 

1. Look at the extract in Reading strategies 1 again.  What do the underlined reference words refer 
to?   

there = the local shops and services 

this = crossing a wide dual-carriageway to get to the nearest shops 

those = the minority of people for whom this is a problem 

2. Are the words in bold used for comparing or contrasting?  Which two ideas do they refer to? 

both words are used for contrasting ideas 

despite – the shops are near / it is difficult to get to the shops 

whilst – for most people this is not a problem / for some people it is a problem 

3. Why does the writer mention ‘running out of milk’? 
As an example of how an everyday, simple situation can be difficult for some people. 

 
 

                                                
4 Exam Booster, © Cambridge University Press and UCLES 2018 
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