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A2 Key Paper 3 Speaking Part 1 
Getting to know you - Notes for Teachers 

 
Description 

Students do a lead-in activity in which their teacher asks them some personal questions. They match 
questions on cards with the answers. They categorise questions into topics and then write three questions to 
ask their partner. They ask and answer these questions. Finally, they role-play Part 1. 

 
 

Time required: 25 minutes 

Materials required:  
• Handout 1(one per pair or small group; Question and Answer 

cards need to be cut up) 
• Handout 2 (one per student) 

Aims:  
• to familiarise students with the content of the speaking, Part 1 

• to remind students of the assessment criteria 

 
Procedure 

1. As a lead in, ask your students to imagine you have never met them before. You are their new 
teacher and you want to find out about them. Ask different students in the class these questions: 

What’s your name? How do you spell that? 

Where do you live? 

What subjects do/did you like best at school? (Use did with adults) 

Why are you learning English? 

What did you do yesterday evening? 

Tell me something about your hobbies. 

Add any other similar questions that are relevant to your students. 

2. Explain that in Part 1 of the Speaking test, the situation is the same. The interlocutor does not know 
the students and wants to find out about them. Elicit whether the questions in the lead in were easy 
(yes, because they’re about personal information). 

3. Ask what students know about Part 1 by asking the following questions: 

How long is Part 1? (5 to 6 minutes) 

Who speaks in Part 1? (Each candidate speaks to the interlocutor.) 
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What sort of things do you talk about? (Language normally associated with meeting people for the 
first time, giving factual information of a personal kind, for example name, place of origin, study, 
family, etc. Candidates are also expected to be able to talk about their daily life, interests, likes, etc.) 

4. Mix up the cut up Question cards and Answer cards from handout 1. Give each pair or small group a 
set of the cards. 

5. Explain that they each have a set of 9 cards with questions on them and 9 cards with the answers on 
them. The questions and answers are mixed up. They have to match the questions and answers. 

6. Check the answers (see key). You could ask a student from one pair/group to read out a question 
and a student from another pair/group to give the matching answer. 

7. Give out Handout 2. In order to check that students understand the topic areas in the headings, elicit 
possible answers for each heading. In order to familiarise students with the topics they are usually 
asked about in Part 1, ask them to work in pairs and to complete the worksheet. Explain that the 
questions on Handout 2 are not all the same as the ones they have just looked at. 

8. Elicit the answers (see key). 

9. Ask students to write three new questions which they will ask their partner later. The questions should 
be about the topics listed on the worksheet. Give some examples if you think they need help, e.g. 
What’s your brother’s name? How do you spell that? What did you eat for dinner last night? Point out 
that they should avoid yes/no questions, e.g. Do you live in the city centre? Ask students to use 
questions starting with what, where, why, when and how to avoid Yes/No questions. Monitor the class 
as they write the questions to make sure they are correct and can be answered easily. Make a note of 
the questions that students have written so that you can use them to practise Part 1 in a later lesson. 

10. Ask students to work in pairs and to take it in turns to ask and answer their partner’s questions. 

11. When they have finished, ask some students to ask different students their questions so that the 
whole class can hear. 

12. Put students into groups of three. One is the interlocutor (playing the part of the examiner who asks 
the questions) and the other two are candidates. The interlocutor should use the list of questions on 
Handout 2 plus the extra questions students have written. Ask the interlocutor to ask the questions in 
turn to each ‘candidates’. Explain that they have 5- 6 minutes, like in the exam. Explain to the 
candidates that they should try to give a bit more than just one-word answers, e.g. ‘I have one 
brother. He’s called Sam and he’s 18.’ 

13. Monitor while the students role play Part 1. Make a note of any answers which had mistakes of 
grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation or had problems of communication or hesitation or of answers 
that were very short, because you can use these in step 15 below. 

14. When they have finished, remind students that they should listen carefully to the interlocutor’s 
questions and answer those questions. There is a danger that candidates give a ‘prepared speech’ 
that does not answer the question and is not spontaneous speech. 

15. You may want to elicit some assessment criteria. Ask What does the assessor give you marks for? 
(Grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation and interactive communication). Give examples of sentences 
that you noted down in step 14 above and elicit what the mistake or problem was and how to correct 
it. 
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Key to Questions and Answers (Handout 1) 
1. H 2. D 3. I 4. E 5. C 6. B 7. F 8. A 9. G 

 
 

Key to Handout 2 

Accept all reasonable suggestions, for example you will see that question 10 has been put in two topics 
below. Students might see this as a personal detail or a question about their family if they went on holiday 
with their family. 

 

Personal 
details, 
e.g. name 

Place of 
origin 

Study Family Daily life Likes and 
hobbies 

1 

7 

10 

11 

4 2 

6 

9 

10 

3 5 

8 

12 

 
 
 

Suggested follow-up activity: 

Ask students to answer the questions on the question cards (Handout 1) with full-sentence answers 
(examples below): 

My name’s Jose. That’s spelt J O S E. 

I live in the city centre. 

I’m a student. I’m in my last year of secondary school. 

A lot of people go to the lake in the summer to have a picnic. 

I went home, did my homework and then had dinner. 

I went to the beach with my family. 

I went to bed at about 11.30 

I watch football on TV and I play tennis in summer. 

I’d like to visit the USA because it’s got a lot of exciting cities. 
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A2 Key Speaking Part 1 Handout 1 
 

Question cards 
 

1 What’s your 
name? How do you 
spell that? 

2 Where do you 
live? 

3 Do you work or 
are you a student? 

4 What do people 
in your town 
usually do at 
weekends? 

5 What did you do 
last night? 

6 Where did you 
go on holiday last 
year? 

7 What time did 
you go to bed last 
night? 

8 Do you watch or 
play any sports? 

9 Which country 
would you like to 
visit in the future 
and why? 

 
Answer cards 

 

A I like watching 
football and I play 
tennis. 

B We went to the 
beach. 

C I had dinner and 
watched TV. 

D In the city 
centre 

E They go to the 
park or go 
shopping. 

F At 11.30 

G The USA, 
because it’s got 
some exciting cities 

H Jose 
J-O-S-E 

I I’m a student. 
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A2 Key Speaking Part 1 Handout 2 
 

In Part 1 the examiner usually asks you about the topics in the table below. 

Put the numbers of the questions under the topic. Question 1 is an example. 

 
Topics 

 
Personal 
details, e.g. 
name 

Place of origin Study Family Daily life Likes and 
hobbies 

1      

 
Questions 

1 What’s your name? How do you spell that? 

2 What subjects do/did you like best at school? 

3 What time did you go to bed yesterday evening? 

4 Where do you come from? 

5 What food do you like best? 

6 What days do you have English lessons? 

7 When’s your birthday? 

8 What’s your favourite colour? 

9 How many brothers and sisters have you got? 

10 Where did you go on holiday last year? 

11 Tell me something about your house/flat. 

12 Tell me something about your hobbies. 
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