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Read it! 
MULTIPLE MATCHING reading task Cambridge C1 Advanced 

Key aim: 

Familiarise students with speedy reading strategies: skimming and scanning 

Procedure: 

1. Tell students they are going to read a newspaper article, called “Starting out on your
career”, in which five career consultants give advice about starting a career. Ask
them to predict what information might be in the article.

2. Hand out the text (cut out without the questions), paper sheet face down on their
desks. Tell them they have 25 seconds to find all the instances of the word “job”
names in the text and underline them. Start the timer, and the students turn the
paper sheet and find the proper names. At the end, ask how many they’ve got.
(There are 8 instances).

3. Next, give them 20 seconds to underline all time expressions in sections C, D and E of
the text (in a different colour or in a different manner from the word job). There are
6 instances of time expressions: five or six years (C), 18 months (D), every six months,
three to six months, 18 months, and six months (E).

4. Next, give them 60 seconds to find what the time intervals refer to.

In all the steps so far, be strict on timing and prevent them from “reading” the text. Be quick 
collecting their answers, don’t allow this stage to develop into a longer discussion that might 
generate more details that they are likely to have collected by scanning the text so far. 

5. Now tell the students they are going to read very quickly the advice provided by
Consultant A and they must summarize as a heading. They have 20 seconds. Possible
headings: University degree is not enough / Skills may be as important as
qualifications / Find out where your weaknesses are etc

6. Repeat skimming for sections B,C, and D. Possible headings: B: If rejected, find out
the possible reasons / Reflect on what employers really mean when rejecting you; C:
How long it’s good to stay in one job; D: Define a strategy to get your ideal job; E:
Changing jobs too often may put off employers from hiring you.

7. Now hand out the questions to the task. Have students read the questions and find
key words. Collect the key words briefly.
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8. Next, tell them that the questions use different wording than the text. Pick some of 
the key words and ask them to think of other ways of expressing their meaning, 
without looking in the text for now. 

9. Now tell them they should answer the questions. Ask them to use a similar reading 
strategy as in the steps before:  

a. When reading each question, think in which section it is likely to find the 
answer (which consultant most likely said that). 

b. Go to that section and scan it to see if the answer might be there. If they find 
words suggesting the same meaning as the key words of the questions, they 
should read the section carefully again. 

10. Check their answers.  

You may set a time limit for them to answer the questions, if you think this might 
additionally force them to practise scanning. But if it’s the first time they have been exposed 
to scanning, let the students do the task the best way they can. After the lead-in stages 
where they skimmed and scanned the text, answering the 10 questions should take no more 
10-12 minutes. Give them feedback and discuss how they “read” the text to answer the 
questions. Emphasise once more that they should not read the whole text for each 
question. 

11. Conclude by discussing different ways of reading different texts, depending on what 
our purpose for reading is. Ask them for example how they read a dictionary when 
they want to find the meaning of a word, or a timetable to find their next train 
connection, versus how they read a text for their next school essay. 

Answer Key: 

47 D; 48 E; 49 C; 50 A; 51 D; 52 B; 53 C; 54 A; 55 B; 56 E. 
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