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B2 First for Schools Reading and Use of English part 5 
 
Prepare to read. Prepare for exam success.  
 

 
Summary 
In this self-access lesson you will:  

• Practise Reading part 5 from the Reading and Use of English paper. 
• Conduct online research. 
• Conduct research talking to friends online.  
• Conduct research talking to family. 
• Practise making notes in English. 
• Practise writing a Part 1 essay. 
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Cambridge English Exam Booster for B2 First and First for schools. Chiltern, H., Dignen, S.,  
Fountain, M., Treloar, F. © Cambridge University Press and UCLES 2017 

 

Start with the facts  
 
The task. What do you have to do in B2 First for Schools Reading and Use of English Part 5? 
• You read a long text. Texts can be from a modern novel or an article. 

• You have to choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D) from six 4-option multiple-choice questions.  

 
What does the task test?  

• Your ability to work out meaning from context, and to notice features of text organisation, giving 
examples, and referencing.  

• You may need to look for clues in the text to help you to decide on the correct answer.  
• The emphasis is on your detailed understanding of a text which includes the expression of: 

 

Top tip – Everything in English 
Several tasks in this lesson requires you to do online research. It is highly recommended that 
you do your research on websites that are in English. This is going to help you to improve your 
ability to read and skim the text for the main idea, and to read for detail. Don’t translate the 
text. Take all your notes in English.  
 

opinion attitude purpose main 
idea 

gist detail tone implication 
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Exam tips 
Before you start trying to find the answers to the exam task, make sure you take the 
following steps: 

1. Always read the text quickly to get an idea of what it is about.  
2. Now read all the questions. You need to know what to look for in the text. 
3. Be careful not to make assumptions when you see the same words in the question that are in 

the text.  
4. Stop and think before you make any decisions. Is the same idea expressed in the question as 

it is in the text? 
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Research task 1 – I didn’t know that …  
What can you find out about Google?   
 

• Find six facts that you think are interesting about the history of Google.  
• Go to www.google.co.uk to conduct your research 
• Make notes of your research findings in your notebook 

 
 

Research task 2 – Compare and contrast low tech versus high tech 
Compare and contrast two pictures of different libraries. 
 

  
Source: Unsplash.com             www.bl.uk/catalogues-and-collections 
 

1. How many similarities can you find between both types of libraries? 
2. What are the main differences between each library? 
3. What do you think might be difficult for people who use these libraries? 
4. What are benefits of each type of library? 
5. Which library would you prefer to use and why? 
6. Ask your family and chat online to your friends to find out what they think. 
7. Make notes of the ideas in your notebook. 

 
Reading and Use of English – Part 5  
You are going to read an article about new technology and students. For questions 1-6, choose the 
answer (A, B, C, or D) which you think fits best according to the text.  

 

 
 

Reminder of the exam tips 
Before you start trying to find the answers to the exam task, make sure you take the 
following steps: 

1. Always read the text quickly to get an idea of what it is about.  
2. Now read all the questions. You need to know what to look for in the text. 
3. Be careful not to make assumptions when you see the same words in the question 

that are in the text.  
4. Stop and think before you make any decisions. Is the same idea expressed in the 

question as it is in the text? 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/
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Check your answers when you have completed the task 
The key is on the next page 

 
 
Bonus task 3 –Time to plan, time to write (Writing part 1) 

 
Talk to your family and chat to friends online. What do they think about the following statement?  
What do you think?  
 

Technology has transformed the way we live, but not always in a good way. Discuss. 
 
Make notes on the ideas from friends and family, as well as your own ideas. Plan and write an  
essay in 140-190 words in response to the question.   
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Now check your answers! 
It’s important not only to know which answers are correct and which are incorrect, but also why they are 
correct or incorrect. For each item below, check your own answers on the previous page and take some 
notes on why the answers below are correct. Look for evidence in the text.  

 
Gap Answer Why is this correct? 

1 C  

2 B  

3 C  

4 C  

5 A  

6 D  
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