
Can Do summary

The tables below give some examples at each level of typical general ability. These statements are linked to the CEFR. 

Pre A1 Starters Digital

LISTENING AND SPEAKING READING AND WRITING 

CAN understand letters of the English alphabet when 
heard.

CAN understand some very simple sentences, including 
questions.

CAN understand some very simple spoken instructions given 
in short simple phrases.

CAN follow some very short picture stories written in very 
simple language.

CAN understand some very simple spoken questions about 
self - such as name, age, favourite things or daily routine.

CAN write their name using the English alphabet.

CAN understand some very simple spoken descriptions of 
people and everyday objects.

CAN copy English words, phrases and short sentences.

CAN understand very short conversations and monologues 
which take place in a familiar context.

CAN spell some very simple English words correctly. 

CAN name familiar people or things - such as family, animals, 
school or household objects. 

CAN give very basic descriptions of some objects and 
animals - such as how many, colour, size or location.

CAN respond to very simple questions with single words or 
a ‘yes/no’ response.

A1 Movers Digital

LISTENING AND SPEAKING READING AND WRITING 

CAN understand simple spoken dialogues and stories about 
familiar topics with the help of pictures. 

CAN understand some simple signs, notices and digital 
messages.

CAN understand simple spoken descriptions about people 
and familiar things.

CAN understand some short factual texts.

CAN express agreement or disagreement with someone 
using short, simple phrases.

CAN read and understand some short, simple stories about 
familiar topics with the help of pictures.

CAN respond to simple questions on familiar topics with 
simple phrases and sentences. 

CAN write short, simple phrases and sentences about 
pictures and familiar topics.

CAN give simple descriptions of familiar objects, pictures 
and actions.

CAN spell some simple English words correctly.

CAN tell a simple story with the help of pictures.

CAN ask someone how they are and ask simple questions 
about habits and preferences. 

© 2024 Cambridge University Press & Assessment  
ENG/V1/OCT24/DYL-Can Do Statements

All details are correct at the time of going to print.


