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Linguaskill Lesson Plans

Speaking Lesson 4

Description
The topic of this lesson is volunteering work. Practice of language related to giving advice and recommendations on the topic of volunteering work is used to give guidance on completing the second stage of a Part 3 task in the Linguaskill Speaking Test.
Teacher’s Notes
	Aims of the lesson
	· to present and practise vocabulary for giving advice and recommendations
· to raise awareness of the requirements of the Part 3 Speaking tasks 
· to develop techniques and strategies for this task type based on practice of a sample task.

	Time required
	50-60 minutes

	Level
	Suitable for B2-C2

	Materials required
	· Student’s Worksheet 1: Speaking Part 3 – giving advice and recommendations
· Student’s Worksheet 2: Speaking Part 3 – task overview
· Student’s Worksheet 3: Linguaskill Speaking Part 3 – sample task (volunteering on a farm) 



Procedure
1. Start the lesson by drawing a stick person on the board, with question marks around the head. Ask learners a question: When you need to made a decision, what do you do? Learners discuss in small groups, before sharing their ideas with the whole class. In feedback, learners may mention asking friends or family for advice. If they don’t, elicit this idea. Ask learners to discuss some questions with a partner: Is it a good idea to get advice from friends and family? How do you feel about giving advice? How can you make sure you give good advice? 
2. Tell learners that giving advice and recommendations is one focus of Part 3 in the Linguaskill Speaking test. Elicit one or two example expressions for giving advice/recommendations, then give learners Student’s Worksheet 1. Learners work on their own to match the beginning and ending of the different expressions, then check with a partner. In feedback, draw learners’ attention to the verb forms which follow the expression, and elicit some alternative beginnings. For example, instead of I’d advise you they could say My advice would be or It might be a good idea. 
3. Tell learners that giving advice/recommendations is an important element of Part 3 in the Linguaskill Speaking test. Give learners a copy of Student’s Worksheet 2 and ask them to look at the questions about the task. Tell them to listen to your description of the task requirements and answer the questions. You can use the description below or make your own version.

In part 3 of the Linguaskill Speaking test, you will read a text message from a friend about a decision they have to make with details of the friend’s requirements. You have 20 seconds to read the message. In the message, the friend says they have found a possible solution to their situation. You then see this information. This will be visual or graphic information, including data, images and icons. You have 60 seconds to look at the text message and the information about the possible solution. You can take notes while you are reading. You need to interpret your friend’s situation and the information and decide what advice or recommendations to give. You have 90 seconds to speak. You should imagine you are leaving a voice message for your friend.  
Ask learners to check with a partner, then check as a whole class. In feedback, use the notes in the key to check that learners understand what is required. Explain that the text message will outline the friend’s situation and their requirements. There will not be a direct match between the requirements and the information, i.e. no direct word spots, and not all the information given will be relevant. Consequently, it will be necessary to evaluate the information, identify which parts are relevant and decide what advice to give.
4. Tell learners they will now look at a sample Part 3 Speaking task. Remind them of the earlier discussion about how to give a friend good advice and discuss that one factor is understanding what the friend needs or wants. Give learners a copy of Student’s Worksheet 3 (folded in half). Learners look at the text message at the top of the worksheet and make notes on the information it gives, i.e. situation/reason for writing, criteria, information found. Check answers as a whole group. Note the language in the text message, i.e. I don’t mind vs. I’d really need. Differences like these may affect the advice to give.
5. Now ask learners to unfold Student’s Worksheet 3 and look at the information about Glenside farm. Learners work on their own to highlight details which are relevant to Sammy’s situation, then check with a partner. When learners start checking with a partner, ask them to consider which details make Glenside farm suitable or less suitable for Sammy, and whether there is any other information that it would be good to mention in the response to Sammy. They should also identify information that is not relevant. To avoid overloading learners, you could call out one question, allow learners to discuss, then call out the next one. Check answers as a whole group. 
6. Now give learners the opportunity to practise the task. If possible, move learners so there is space between them to avoid disturbing each other. Tell them you will read the instruction (You will now have 90 seconds to recommend what your friend should do. Please speak for all the time you have.), then they can give their response, using low voices. Monitor while learners are speaking to make notes for feedback and delayed error correction. 
7. Ask learners to reflect on their performance and give them the opportunity to try again. 
8. Finish the lesson by asking learners to discuss whether they would enjoy volunteering at Glenside farm.

Student’s Worksheet 1
Speaking Part 3 – giving advice and recommendations
Look at the expressions below. They all give the same advice (go for a walk). 
Match the beginning of each expression with the correct ending.

	If I were you, 
	to go for a walk.     

	I reckon you
	go for a walk.

	How about
	not go for a walk.

	I’d advise you 
	I’d go for a walk.

	Make sure you 
	go for a walk?

	You’d better
	going for a walk?

	Why don’t you
	should go for a walk.



KEY
	If I were you, 
	I’d go for a walk.

	I reckon you
	should go for a walk.

	How about
	going for a walk?

	I’d advise you 
	to go for a walk.

	Make sure you 
	go for a walk.

	You’d better
	not go for a walk.

	Why don’t you
	go for a walk?






Student’s Worksheet 2

Speaking Part 3 – task overview
Listen and answer the questions about Part 3 of the Linguaskill Speaking test.

1. What do you see on the screen?
2. Do you see all the information at the same time?
3. How much time are you given to read the information on the screen?	
4. Do you hear the friend’s message?
5. How long do you have to speak for?
6. When you give your response, who are you speaking to?
KEY
1. What do you see on the screen? a text message from a friend and visual/graphic information
2. Do you see all the information at the same time? no – first you see the text message (20 seconds), then you see the information. You may need to scroll to see both parts
3. How much time are you given to read the information on the screen? 20 seconds to read the text message, then one minute to read the text message and the information
4. Do you hear the friend’s message? no, you only read it
5. How long do you have to speak for? 90 seconds. You should try to speak for the full time.
6. When you give your response, who are you speaking to? imagine you are speaking to the friend, i.e. leaving a voice message



Student’s Worksheet 3

Linguaskill Speaking Part 3 – sample task
Look at the text message from the sample task. Make notes on the points below.
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
1. Why is Sammy writing?
2. What is important to Sammy?
3. What information has Sammy found?
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KEY
1. Why is Sammy writing? Sammy wants to volunteer to get experience for his studies on Organic Agriculture.
2. What is important to Sammy? Sammy can volunteer for the summer. Hard work is ok. Sammy would like to work with animals. Sammy would like comfortable accommodation with good facilities.
3. What information has Sammy found? Glenside farm in Scotland. 
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Information to highlight: Organic vegetable farm/Available for 6 weeks/Good fitness/ /Housing satisfaction rating/Recommendation rating

	Suitable 
	Less suitable
	Other relevant information 

	· Farm type (organic) 
· Work period (6 weeks, i.e. summer)
· Feedback (63% would recommend the experience)
	· Accommodation and facilities (only 10% satisfied with housing, 50% dissatisfied)
· Farm type (vegetable farm, no mention of animals)
	· ‘Develop teamwork’ - could help with studies
· Volunteer requirements: ‘good fitness’ – could be relevant to Sammy’s comment I don’t mind hard work
· General comments about the environment and atmosphere (Family owned, peaceful setting, good location – likely to be a good place to spend time, despite the possible concerns)







© UCLES 2024.  For further information see our Terms and Conditions.

	7		

image1.png
@

® O |~[D|7|=&

[e|<|ale|=z|@me|~BREEB|EIO|cB]=|B|HE x|a|$ 8 DB « B BB DB +

C Q@ O File | C/Users/cazri/Downloads/CLS%20Speaking%20General%20(parts%202-4).pdf

¥ v | ¥V Daw -

5iG
Partly sunny

Q| | Readaloud | @& | AskCopilot

@ al_al 10:04 75% (IR

Hil .

Remember | told you I'm doing a
module in Organic Agriculture next
year? 08:42 am

I've been thinking of volunteering on
a farm for the summer to get some
experience.

08:42am

I don’t mind hard work, especially if
it's doing something exciting like
working with animals!

08:42am
But after a long day of work I'd really
need a hot shower and a comfortable
bed.

08:42 am

Found this place called Glenside
farm in Scotland. I'll send you the
details. What do you think? Is this the
farm for me? 08:42 am

® Message

e

.

ofs | @) | (D

A

Q Search w._d’@!iulg@ll

L=l

m

= @

xR
%

a X

Q@ B B |/ @& | kiwithAcobat Q

Q) @

a

19:16
23/02/2024

. W
L ]




image2.png
Farmstay Farm (0269) FEEDBACK FROM PAST VOLUNTEERS

Glenside Farm, Scotland, UK AVERAGE RATING % % %

Learn about sustainable agriculture Satisfaction of past volunteers with the program
by experiencing life on a working . N
farm. Develop teamwork and . Satisfied . Neutral . Dissatisfied

leadership skills. .
Location 75%

FARM DETAILS

Iﬁ[w% \ ousing [

Organic vegetable farm Family owned since 1834 Peaceful setting Food 30%
VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS AFTER VOLUNTEERING IN THIS PROGRAM:
[U_U} o
% * 21% went on to volunteer at another Farmstay farm
16+ -
" * 63% would recommend the experience to a friend
Available for

Ages Good fitness

6 weeks * 7% went on to work in or study agriculture




image3.png
|_Inguaskill™>




image4.tiff
CAMBRIDGE
English




