Classroom activities for Speed reading (scanning)
Classroom activity: Speed reading
Timing

5 minutes

Materials

worksheet: Speed reading

Rationale

To encourage students to scan a text for relevant information as quickly as possible. To show
students that they can sometimes find information based on the shape and structure of the
numbers and letters on the page. To use an awareness of text layout.

Procedure
1. Ask the students to work individually and give them a copy of the worksheet: Speed Reading.
2. Tell them that they are in a race against the other students. Ask them to scan the text as quickly as
possible and write down: three tour start times; two prices; two ages and one phone number. You can
slow write these on the board if you wish. When they have found the information they must put their hand
up.
3. When the first student puts up their hand, check that they have the correct answers (see key to
worksheet, below).
4. Ask the winner how s/he found the information so quickly.
5. Elicit the fact that the answers are all numbers and they have a specific shape. Once the first tour start
time has been located it is easy to find the others because the passage has a defined structure. Remind
students that in any situation, whether in an exam or in daily life, they can use their knowledge of the
world around them to understand texts better. Ask if there are other items of text which might be easy to
find because of their shape. Elicit the idea that names are easy to find because they start with a capital
letter, and that the topic of the text should be easy to find because it usually appears as a title in a text.
Key to worksheet
Start times: 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m.
Prices: £4.50, £3.50
Ages: 26, 12
Phone number: 020 7426 8462
Additional points
This example uses a text which is suitable for B1 learners, but you could use a different text to produce the
same activity for a lower or higher level.
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