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Why choose Cambridge English 
Qualifications Digital for young learners?

The Pre A1 Starters Digital and the A1 Movers 
Digital tests are designed to make testing similar 
to learning, and to give children a chance to use 
their English in fun and meaningful ways. The tests 
are colourful and activity-based, which helps to 
motivate children to learn and improve all four 
language skills – reading, writing, listening and 
speaking.

Use our website to find an 
exam centre near you.

The tests are designed to give confidence and to 
reward what children can do in English – nobody fails. 
All children will receive a certificate and results are 
available quickly. They show candidates’ performance 
in each skill, strengths and areas for improvement.

How do I register for the test?

Your child’s school or local Cambridge 
English exam centre can give you all the 
information you need about registering 
your child, including entry costs and dates.

Date

13 AUGUST 2021
Reference No.

A9731169
To be quoted on allCorrespondence

Statement of Results
Candidate name

First Name Last Name
Place of entry

test123

Reading andWriting
Listening

Speaking

These are your strengths in English. Using Starters vocabulary and grammar:

You can understand some very short, simple English conversations where people ask and

answer questions.You can understand and answer some very simple spoken questions in English about yourself

and things you are looking at.You can write English letters that you hear, and you can spell some very simple English words.

Here are some things you can work on:Practise understanding some basic English words that you read and hear like numbers, colours,

toys, animals, school or household objects.
Practise reading and understanding some simple sentences and very short texts that use

common English words.

What can I do to improve?Look for (or ask someone to find for you) English words in the street, on TV or at home. How

many can you find?Choose a story and read it or ask someone to help you. What’s your favourite story?

THIS IS NOT A CERTIFICATE
Cambridge University Press & Assessment reserves the right to amend the 

information given before the issue of certificates to successful candidates.

Starters Digital
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https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/find-a-centre/find-an-exam-centre/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/find-a-centre/find-an-exam-centre/


In both the Pre A1 Starters Digital and the A1 Movers Digital tests, learners will 
explore a world where they can use their English. Each stop along the way will have 
a new task to complete.

The A1 Movers Digital map is on a 
dinosaur island.

Avatar and rewards 

Children explore these worlds using an 
avatar, which they can personalise by 
choosing different clothing, hairstyles 
and skin tones.

After finishing each task, learners can 
choose an accessory to add to their avatar.

About the tests

The Pre A1 Starters Digital map is on a 
turtle island.
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There are three components to the test:

•	 Listening
•	 Reading and Writing
•	 Speaking

Here are some examples of the activities your child will do in the tests.

Listening

Listening activities are designed to show how 
well children can understand simple English 
words and grammar.

In this task from A1 Movers Digital, children listen 
to a short story and choose the correct picture 
to show they have understood.

Reading and Writing

In the Reading tasks, children show they can 
read and understand simple texts in English.

In this example from Pre A1 Starters Digital, 
learners read a digital chat and show they 
understand by choosing the correct picture, 
emoji, or sticker.

In this example from A1 Movers Digital, children 
read a short factual text and choose a word to 
complete the sentences.

In the Writing tasks, colourful pictures make the 
activities fun and easy to understand.

Speaking

The Speaking component is exactly the same as 
in the paper based test. Speaking tasks are fun 
and use colourful pictures. In this activity, children 
answer simple questions about pictures, like 
“What’s this?” or “What colour is it?”

Speaking examiners are specially trained to 
support and encourage your child to show what 
they can say in English.

Speaking Part 3
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Summary of Procedures

 The usher introduces the child to the examiner.

1.   After asking the child ‘What’s your name?’, the examiner familiarises the child with 
the picture first and then asks the child to point out certain items on the scene picture, 
e.g. ‘Where’s the door?’ The examiner then asks the child to put two object cards in 
various locations on the scene picture, e.g. ‘Put the robot on the red chair.’

2.  The examiner asks questions about two of the people or things in the scene picture, 
e.g. ‘What’s this?’ (Answer: banana) ‘What colour is it?’ (Answer: yellow). The 
examiner also asks the child to describe an object from the scene, e.g. ‘Tell me about 
this box.’

3.   The examiner asks questions about four object cards, e.g. ‘What’s this?’ (Answer: 
(orange) juice) and ‘What do you drink for lunch?’

4.  The examiner asks questions about the child, e.g. ‘Which sport do you like?’
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THE TASK

 f The examiner asks the candidate questions about four of the 
object cards.

HOW TO APPROACH THE TASK

 f Candidates should practise answering simple questions about a 
picture (with one-word answers). For example:  
What’s this? (crocodile) What colour is it? (green) What’s your 
favourite animal? (cat) 

 f Practise with both large pictures showing scenes and single 
pictures showing one object or person.

ASSESSMENT

 f This part tests understanding and following spoken questions.

Speaking Part 4

THE TASK

 f The examiner asks the candidate some personal questions on topics such as age, family, school and friends.

HOW TO APPROACH THE TASK

 f In Part 4, candidates need to feel confident that they can give basic information about themselves and can answer 
questions such as: How old are you? What’s your friend’s name? Is your house/apartment big or small? Can you play table 
tennis? What’s your favourite colour/animal/sport/food?

ASSESSMENT

 f This part tests understanding and responding to personal questions.

28
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Progression across the levels
As your child learns more English, they can continue to the next level. Each level adds a little more 
challenge and helps children to show that they can understand and communicate in English better 
than before.

Look at these examples of activities from the Reading and Writing component at each level.

Children read a short comic book story. For 
each question in the task, they use one to 
three words to complete a sentence, type 
a short sentence or answer a question 
about a picture.

The examples show how each test becomes more challenging from one level to the next and helps 
children to show their developing skills.

You can see sample tests for Pre A1 Starters Digital and A1 Movers Digital on the Cambridge website.

What’s the difference between the digital and the paper-based tests?

The levels of the tests are the same and the final certificate is the same, but the digital 
tests are set in fun fantasy worlds and have some new task types in the Reading & 
Writing and Listening components. The Speaking component is exactly the same in both 
the old and new tests.

Pre A1 Starters Digital 
Part 5 Writing Task

Children look at six comic book pictures 
which tell a story. They type one-word 
answers to questions about the pictures.

A1 Movers Digital 
Part 6 Writing task

Information for candidates and parents 6
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Speaking test videos
Watch our Speaking test videos with your child so they can see how friendly the examiners are and so 
they know what to expect.

Pre A1 Starters Digital A1 Movers Digital

Information for candidates and parents

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1g-x5mRcac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_hUXoKYg6g


Your child’s teacher will make sure that they are prepared 
and ready to do their best in their English test.
Here are some free games and activities that help children practise 
English at home in a fun and motivating way. Children can play and 
learn by themselves – or you can play together as a family!

Preparing

Play English Adventures with Cambridge

Help your child to practise their English 
language skills in a fun, interactive way 
with our Minecraft world.

Play Kahoot! games

Kahoots are fun, interactive games to help 
learners practise their English and build 
their language skills.

30 days of English activities

Download 30 fun and motivating 
activities that your child can do 
at home.

Encourage your child to continue 

learning English at home with our 

series of short activities!

1
DAY

Write a card to a friend or family 

member.

2
DAY

Complete the ‘word search’ 

puzzle on page 22 and make your 

own.

3
DAY

Make your own ‘fun reading area’ 

in your house or garden.

4
DAY

Record yourself reading a nursery 

rhyme or poem.

5
DAY

Draw your dream house. Write 

what is inside.

6
DAY

Listen to a song in English, and try 

to sing along.

7
DAY

Make a piece of art with English 

words. For example, a poster of 

the words you are learning.

8
DAY

Play a ‘finding’ game. For 

example, can you find: something 

old, something blue, something 

cold, something soft …

9
DAY

Play ‘repeat the sound’. Say an 

English word or make a musical 

sound. The next person must 

copy, and put a new word or 

sound at the end.

Keep it 
going! 10

DAY

Draw pictures of your favourite 

things. Write a few words or facts 

about each picture.

11
DAY

Draw some faces and write a 

word on each. For example: 

happy, tired, busy, hungry. Now 

ask your family: “how do you feel 

today?”

12
DAY

Look at the speech bubble above. 

Who can say these sentences the 

fastest?

Four, fine, fresh  
fish for you.Purple paper people, purple paper people.

13
DAY

Write your dream food menu for 

one week. 

14
DAY

Listen to the words of your 

favourite song, and make your 

own dance.

15
DAY

Teach your family some English 

words using our flashcards. Give 

them a test at the end of the day!

16
DAY

Play a game in English on your 

computer or tablet.

17
DAY

Record a video message in 

English. Send it to a friend or 

family member.

18
DAY

Make a castle with your blankets. 

Then read a book inside.

19
DAY

Play the ‘moving things’ game 

in your house. What’s different? 

Where was it before? Where is it 

now?

20
DAY

Make a list of animal words or 

transport words. Put them in 

order. Biggest to smallest, Fastest 

to slowest, Best to worst.

21
DAY

Bake a cake. Remember to read 

the recipe in English.

22
DAY

Put a few things on the floor. 

Go to the ‘start’ and close your 

eyes. Can your family give you 

instructions to the ‘end’?

Go straight!  
Stop!
Left! Right! 23

DAY

Draw your own toy shop. Write 

about what is inside. There are 

some great ideas in our A1 Movers  

picture book.

24
DAY

Find an interesting picture and 

talk about your ideas. Her name 

is.... I think she feels.... She likes to....

25
DAY

Practise typing on a keyboard. 

Type 10 words to describe your 

school.

26
DAY

Play a vocabulary game. For 

every letter of the alphabet, think 

of a food that starts with that 

letter.

27
DAY

It’s time to ‘dream’. Write down 5 

places in the world, the weather 

there, and something you’d like 

to do.

28
DAY

Make a list of verbs such as run, 

sit, walk, jump, eat,sleep, sing. How 

quickly can you read and ‘do’ 

them all?

29
DAY

Play Pictionary or Charades to 

practise your vocabulary.

30
DAY

Look at a picture book,  

magazine or website about 

something that interests you. You 

choose!

Now it’s time for your ideas! What will you do next?

For more activities and tips visit our parents and children page 

30 fun English learning activities

Encourage your child to continue 

learning English at home with our 

series of short activities!

1
DAY

Write a card to a friend or family 

member.

2
DAY

Complete the ‘word search’ 

puzzle on page 22 and make your 

own.

3
DAY

Make your own ‘fun reading area’ 

in your house or garden.

4
DAY

Record yourself reading a nursery 

rhyme or poem.

5
DAY

Draw your dream house. Write 

what is inside.

6
DAY

Listen to a song in English, and try 

to sing along.

7
DAY

Make a piece of art with English 

words. For example, a poster of 

the words you are learning.

8
DAY

Play a ‘finding’ game. For 

example, can you find: something 

old, something blue, something 

cold, something soft …

9
DAY

Play ‘repeat the sound’. Say an 

English word or make a musical 

sound. The next person must 

copy, and put a new word or 

sound at the end.

Keep it 
going! 10

DAY

Draw pictures of your favourite 

things. Write a few words or facts 

about each picture.

11
DAY

Draw some faces and write a 

word on each. For example: 

happy, tired, busy, hungry. Now 

ask your family: “how do you feel 

today?”

12
DAY

Look at the speech bubble above. 

Who can say these sentences the 

fastest?

Four, fine, fresh  
fish for you.Purple paper people, purple paper people.

13
DAY

Write your dream food menu for 

one week. 

14
DAY

Listen to the words of your 

favourite song, and make your 

own dance.

15
DAY

Teach your family some English 

words using our flashcards. Give 

them a test at the end of the day!

16
DAY

Play a game in English on your 

computer or tablet.

17
DAY

Record a video message in 

English. Send it to a friend or 

family member.

18
DAY

Make a castle with your blankets. 

Then read a book inside.

19
DAY

Play the ‘moving things’ game 

in your house. What’s different? 

Where was it before? Where is it 

now?

20
DAY

Make a list of animal words or 

transport words. Put them in 

order. Biggest to smallest, Fastest 

to slowest, Best to worst.

21
DAY

Bake a cake. Remember to read 

the recipe in English.

22
DAY

Put a few things on the floor. 

Go to the ‘start’ and close your 

eyes. Can your family give you 

instructions to the ‘end’?

Go straight!  
Stop!
Left! Right! 23

DAY

Draw your own toy shop. Write 

about what is inside. There are 

some great ideas in our A1 Movers  

picture book.

24
DAY

Find an interesting picture and 

talk about your ideas. Her name 

is.... I think she feels.... She likes to....

25
DAY

Practise typing on a keyboard. 

Type 10 words to describe your 

school.

26
DAY

Play a vocabulary game. For 

every letter of the alphabet, think 

of a food that starts with that 

letter.

27
DAY

It’s time to ‘dream’. Write down 5 

places in the world, the weather 

there, and something you’d like 

to do.

28
DAY

Make a list of verbs such as run, 

sit, walk, jump, eat,sleep, sing. How 

quickly can you read and ‘do’ 

them all?

29
DAY

Play Pictionary or Charades to 

practise your vocabulary.

30
DAY

Look at a picture book,  

magazine or website about 

something that interests you. You 

choose!

Now it’s time for your ideas! What will you do next?

For more activities and tips visit our parents and children page 

30 fun English learning activities
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Practice activities
Encourage your child to do some practice activities, to help them develop their digital skills and to 
familiarise them with the tasks in the tests.

Click on ‘Get access’ and follow the instructions to get your code. You will be taken to a checkout page 
but will not be charged. The total amount will say "0".

Check out the Information for Parents & Children on our website and get more tips and activities 
to help your child learn English.

Walkthrough videos
Watch these videos with your child to see how the test works and what they have to do in each part.

Pre A1 Starters Digital A1 Movers Digital
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What if I don’t 
understand the examiner 
or the recording?

The examiner will repeat and 
show you what to do in the 
Speaking component. In the 
Listening component, you will 
hear each recording twice. 
You can choose when to hear 
the audio the second time.

In the Reading and Writing 
component, raise your hand 
and someone will help you. In 
the Speaking part, you can ask 
the examiner.

You must not ask questions 
during the Listening 
component but you can click 
on the ‘question mark’ button 
to see the instructions again.

Don’t worry! Just try and write 
something. This is better than 
writing nothing at all. There is 
no negative marking.

Don’t panic! Someone from the 
exam centre will help you with 
technical problems.

Can I ask questions if 
I don’t understand?

What if I don’t know the 
answer to a question 
in the Reading and 
Writing component?

What if my computer 
has a problem 
during the test?

On the day of the test, your child will probably be excited. Remember that the 
test is designed to reward what your child can do in English and to be enjoyable – 
nobody fails. You can support your child by making sure they understand the 
information below.

Test day

Information for candidates and parents 10



What can I do to support 
my child on test day?

Keep calm on the morning of the test. 
Prepare a healthy breakfast as usual!

Tell your child how excited and proud 
you are of them.

Remind your child that the digital test is 
an exciting adventure for them to work 
through and enjoy.

Tell your child that the test has the 
same types of questions as the practice 
activities which they do with their 
teacher, so there will be no surprises.



Well done! The hard work is done. The first thing you will 
receive is an online Statement of Results for your child. 
This is personalised to each child and includes:
•	 information about what they can do well in English
•	 information about what they can improve
•	 ideas on how to improve

After the test

Date

13 AUGUST 2021

Reference No.

A9731169

To be quoted on all
Correspondence

Statement of Results

Candidate name

First Name Last Name
Place of entry

test123

Reading and
Writing Listening Speaking

These are your strengths in English. Using Starters vocabulary and grammar:
You can understand some very short, simple English conversations where people ask and
answer questions.
You can understand and answer some very simple spoken questions in English about yourself
and things you are looking at.
You can write English letters that you hear, and you can spell some very simple English words.

Here are some things you can work on:
Practise understanding some basic English words that you read and hear like numbers, colours,
toys, animals, school or household objects.
Practise reading and understanding some simple sentences and very short texts that use
common English words.

What can I do to improve?
Look for (or ask someone to find for you) English words in the street, on TV or at home. How
many can you find?
Choose a story and read it or ask someone to help you. What’s your favourite story?

THIS IS NOT A CERTIFICATE
Cambridge University Press & Assessment reserves the right to amend the 
information given before the issue of certificates to successful candidates.

Starters Digital

Shields

Strengths

Things to 
work on

How to 
improve

Your child will also receive a Cambridge English certificate 
in the post.

Remember: nobody fails the Pre A1 Starters Digital or 
A1 Movers Digital tests. All children receive a certificate which 
shows how many shields they received in each skill (Speaking, 
Listening, Reading and Writing). The maximum score is five 
shields for each skill.

The Statement of Results shows a separate 
score for each part of the test: Speaking, 
Listening, and Reading and Writing.

This helps you to see your child’s abilities in 
different skills and to identify areas to improve. 
There are also practical suggestions to help 
your child to keep learning and developing 
their English skills.

Download a sample Statement of Results for 
Pre A1 Starters Digital and A1 Movers Digital 
from the Cambridge website.

If a child has achieved four 
or five shields in each skill, 
they are ready to start 
preparing for the next 
Cambridge English exam.

When will my child’s certificate arrive?

Cambridge English certificates are sent 
by post. Contact your child’s school or the 
exam centre to find out when the certificate 
will arrive.

Information for candidates and parents 12

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/starters-digital/results/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/movers-digital/results/


Cambridge English Qualifications support children in developing their English skills 
at every stage. Pre A1 Starters Digital and A1 Movers Digital are the first steps. 
Children can then move on to A2 Flyers (paper-based), or A2 Key for Schools (digital 
or paper-based).

Next steps

You can learn more about all levels of Cambridge 
English Qualifications on our website.

13

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/qualifications/schools/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/qualifications/schools/


We believe that English can unlock a 
lifetime of experiences and, together 
with teachers and our partners, we 

help people to learn and confidently 
prove their skills to the world.

cambridge.org/english 

All details are correct at the time of going to print in January 2025. © 2025 Cambridge University Press & Assessment
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